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Its time to make 
a diff erence

The IMO has adopted a global 
sulphur cap. This requires all 
ships to either use max 0.5% 
sulphur content Marine Fuel 
Oil, or fi t a scrubbing device 
capable of removing the sulphur 
to an equivalent level of MFO 
emissions or better as from 1st 
January 2020.

By using approved exhaust gas 
scrubbing devices operators can 
continue using HFO safe in the 
knowledge that pollutants are 
captured at source

2020
0.5% Max

With it’s patented technology Pacifi c Green Marine 
is able to off er state of the art exhaust gas scrubbing 
systems for fl eets of all classes around the world.

We off er a comprehensive one stop tailored solution 
from start to fi nish providing the economic benefi t 
model, costing, design, engineering, manufacturing 
and installation.

Pacifi c Green off ers the simplest solution for the 2020 regulations
Visit www.pacifi cgreenmarine.com or email our team at enquiries@pacifi cgreenmarine.com for more information
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Australian  
Maritime
College
 

The Australian Maritime College 
(AMC) offers a wide range of 
courses for careers within the 
maritime sector, including vocational 
certificates, diplomas, undergraduate 
and postgraduate degree programs, 
and higher degrees by research.

> Enquire now at amc.edu.au

C
RI

CO
S 

Pr
ov

id
er

 C
od

e 
(U

ni
ve

rs
ity

 o
f T

as
m

an
ia

):
 0

05
86

B
Providing the future 
leaders in the global 
maritime industry



5

IMO AT WORKIMO NEWS  •  SPRING 2018 IMO NEWS  •  SPRING 2018 

www.imo.orgwww.imo.org

A message from IMO Secretary-General Kitack Lim OPINION

Environmental issues are always high on IMO’s agenda, 
although we should never diminish our work in other areas 

such as safety, security and legal matters. Indeed you can 
make a strong case that much of what we do in these areas also 
contributes to the “greening” of the shipping industry: in simple 
terms, the safer a ship is, the less likely it is to become involved in 
an accident, sustain damage and spill its cargo or bunkers.

Shipping, together with all its related maritime activities, is 
a central part of the global transport system, and therefore an 
essential component of any programme for future sustainable 
economic growth. By providing improved access to basic 
materials, goods and products, by facilitating commerce and 
helping create prosperity among nations and peoples, shipping is 
helping lift millions of people out of poverty.

The world needs a sustainable and efficient shipping industry 
to keep the wheels of our global society in motion. And the world 
needs shipping to be safe, secure, and sustainable.

This is a challenge both to international shipping and to IMO, as 
its regulatory authority. Moves to cut greenhouse gas emissions, 
to reduce the sulphur content of ships’ fuel oil and to require 
strict ballast water management are just three recent examples 
of how IMO is responding to this challenge. You could also add 
to these the adoption of the Polar Code, our involvement with the 
Global Partnership on Marine Litter, our leadership role in several 
innovative technology projects being delivered on a global basis.

Shipping is under continuous pressure to improve in the 
environmental context; at the same time, there is an equally  
strong pressure from within to cut costs, to achieve  
economic sustainability.

Are these two ideas mutually compatible? Rather than seeing 
them as opposing forces, I prefer to think of them as an opportunity 
to find innovative solutions that can address both aspects together. 
Developments such as renewable and alternative energy sources, 
enhanced hull design, improved operational procedures and 
better use of digital technology to optimize performance can both 
improve environmental performance and cut operating costs at the 
same time.

It is a delicate balance – and an important part of IMO’s role is 
to ensure that shipping continues to make its contribution to global 
trade and development in a sustainable way, without upsetting that 
balance.

This is why global regulation, developed and adopted through 
IMO, is so important. By establishing the highest possible 
standards that can be applied universally, we leave no room for 
anyone trying to gain commercial advantage, either by cutting 
corners or by unilaterally imposing higher standards.

The overwhelming majority of the shipping industry shares this 
view. The majority of shipowners and operators are genuinely 
engaged, and actively seeking to raise standards and push 
for higher quality, throughout the industry. Their customers 
increasingly demand that they do this.

From a reputational point of view, it makes obvious sense. But it 
also makes sense economically, too. An industry where standards 
of safety, security and environmental stewardship are high is far 
better placed to attract both the financial investment and the high-
calibre personnel it needs to sustain itself in the long term. High-
quality shipowners and operators actually have a vested interest in 
developing higher standards and improving quality – and ensuring 
that these standards are implemented throughout the industry.

Much of the 2030 Sustainable Development Agenda is founded 
on economic growth. In the absence of poverty, issues like 
hunger, equality, education and health become easier to tackle. 
Investments in infrastructure, including transport infrastructure, are 
crucial to achieving sustainable development and empowering 
communities.

There is no doubt that a sustainable maritime industry can both 
drive and support a growing economy and help achieve a truly 
better world.

Let me conclude with a quote from the United Nations 
Secretary-General Antonio Guterres. Speaking about climate 
change, he said “We don’t have to wait to run out of coal and oil 
to end the age of fossil fuels. We need to invest in the future, not 
the past.” And, of course, he is absolutely right. After all, the Stone 
Age did not end because we ran out of stones!

By driving technology and encouraging innovation, IMO’s 
global regulatory framework enables the shipping industry 
to thrive while still serving society’s changing demands and 
expectations. And that has to be good news for everyone.

Green shipping,  
blue business

5



6

IMO NEWS  •  SPRING 2018 

www.imo.orgwww.imo.org

NEWS

6 www.imo.orgwww.imo.org

Seventy years to the day since the 
treaty establishing the United Nations 

International Maritime Organization 
(IMO) was adopted, Her Majesty Queen 
Elizabeth II marked the occasion at IMO 
Headquarters in London on Tuesday  
(6 March). 

Accompanied by IMO Secretary-General 
Kitack Lim, Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II 
unveiled a commemorative plaque and cut 
an anniversary cake.  Her Majesty also met 
some of the guests attending the event, 
including representatives of IMO Member 
States, inter-governmental and international 
non-governmental organizations, and  
IMO Secretariat staff.   

“We are celebrating 70 years of 
achievement, in which the truly vital industry 
of shipping has become safer, cleaner and 
greener, thanks to the work of IMO. We 
are also looking ahead to the exciting new 
challenges on the horizon,” said  
IMO Secretary-General Lim. 

The Convention on the International 
Maritime Organization (IMO) was adopted 
on 6 March 1948 at the United Nations 

Maritime Conference held in Geneva, 
Switzerland. The convention entered into 
force 10 years later, on 17 March 1958, 
when the 21st State ratified the treaty.  
IMO’s first meeting was held in London on  
6 January 1959, at Church House in  
central London.

Today, IMO continues its work to 
improve maritime safety and security, the 
efficiency of navigation and the prevention 
and control of pollution from ships, as well 
as the fair and effective implementation of 
its regulations.

The IMO Headquarters building, 
located on London’s Albert Embankment 
on the south bank of the River Thames, 
was purpose-built by the United Kingdom 
Government for the Organization during the 
1970s, with its foundation stone laid by His 
Royal Highness The Duke of Edinburgh, in 
1979. The building was formally opened in 
1983 by Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II. 
The Queen’s cousin, His Royal Highness 
The Duke of Gloucester reopened the 
building in 2008 following a  
major refurbishment.

IMO celebrates 70 years with  
Her Majesty Queen Elizabeth II
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Nations meeting at IMO in London 
have adopted an initial strategy on 

reducing greenhouse gas emissions from 
ships, setting out a vision to reduce GHG 
emissions from international shipping and 
phase them out, as soon as possible in  
this century.  

More specifically, under the identified 
“levels of ambition”, the initial strategy 
envisages for the first time a reduction in 
total GHG emissions from international 
shipping which, it says, should peak as 
soon as possible and to reduce the total 
annual GHG emissions by at least 50% by 
2050 compared to 2008, while, at the same 
time, pursuing efforts towards phasing them 
out entirely.

The strategy includes a specific 
reference to “a pathway of CO2 emissions 
reduction consistent with the Paris 
Agreement temperature goals”.

The initial strategy was adopted by 
IMO’s Marine Environment Protection 
Committee (MEPC), during its 72nd session 
at IMO Headquarters in London, United 
Kingdom. The meeting was attended by 
more than 100 IMO Member States.  

The initial strategy represents a 
framework for Member States, setting 
out the future vision for international 
shipping, the levels of ambition to reduce 

GHG emissions and guiding principles; 
and includes candidate short-, mid- and 
long-term further measures with possible 
timelines and their impacts on States. 
The strategy also identifies barriers and 
supportive measures including capacity 
building, technical cooperation and 
research and development.

According to the “Roadmap” approved 
by IMO Member States in 2016, the initial 
strategy is due to be revised by 2023.

Continuing the momentum of work on 
this issue, the Committee agreed to hold the 
fourth Intersessional meeting of the Working 
Group on Reduction of GHG emissions 
from ships later in the year. This working 
group will be tasked with developing a 
programme of follow-up actions to the 
initial strategy; further considering how to 
progress reduction of GHG emissions from 
ships in order to advise the committee; and 
reporting to the next session of the MEPC  
in October 2018. 

IMO has already adopted global 
mandatory measures to address the 
reduction of GHG emissions from ships. 
IMO is also executing global technical 
cooperation projects to support the 
capacity of States, particularly developing 
States to implement and support energy 
efficiency in the shipping sector. 

IMO adopts climate change 
strategy for shipping

All industries are looking to becoming 
cleaner, greener and more energy 

efficient – and shipping is no exception. 
Improved energy efficiency means less fuel is 
used, and that means less harmful emissions. 

IMO is leading the Global MTCC Network 
(GMN), a European Union funded project 
designed to help shipping move into a new 
era of low-carbon operation. 

IMO has launched a video outlining 
how this initiative is uniting technology 
centres – Maritime Technology Cooperation 
Centres (MTCCs) – in targeted regions 
into a global network (www.youtube.com/
watch?v=ZiBYFeP6kK8). Together, they are 
promoting technologies and operations to 
improve energy efficiency in the  
maritime sector. 

“This project is one of the building blocks 
that will help shipping becoming greener,” 
says Magda Kopczynska, Director, DG 
MOVE, European Commission. 

Five MTCCs have been established in 
Africa, Asia, the Caribbean, Latin America 
and the Pacific. Acting as centres of 
excellence for their regions, the MTCCs 
will work with partners to develop technical 
cooperation, capacity building and 
technology transfer – sharing the results 

IMO launches 
film on energy 
efficiency 
project

(Continued on page 8)
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Two ratifications to a key compensation treaty covering the 
transport of hazardous and noxious substances (HNS) by ship 

have brought the instrument a step closer to entry into force. 
Canada (right) and Turkey (above right) on have deposited their 

instruments of ratification to the 2010 Protocol to the International 
Convention on Liability and Compensation for Damage in Connection 
with the Carriage of Hazardous and Noxious Substances by Sea, 
1996 (2010 HNS Convention)

Entry into force of the treaty requires accession by at least 12 
States, meeting certain criteria in relation to tonnage and reporting 
annually the quantity of HNS cargo received in a State. The treaty 
requires a total quantity of at least 40 million tonnes of cargo 
contributing to the general account to have been received in the 
preceding calendar year. 

The treaty has now been ratified by three States, Canada, Norway 
and Turkey. The total quantity of contributing cargo has reached  
28.7 million tonnes, or nearly 72% of that required for entry into force. 

When in force, the treaty will provide a regime of liability and 
compensation for damage caused by HNS cargoes transported 
by sea, including oil and chemicals, and covers not only pollution 
damage, but also the risks of fire and explosion, including loss of 
life or personal injury as well as loss of or damage to property. The 
HNS Convention establishes the principle that the ‘polluter pays’ by 
ensuring that the shipping and HNS industries provide compensation 
for those who have suffered loss or damage resulting from an HNS 
incident. An HNS Fund will be established, to pay compensation 
once shipowner’s liability is exhausted. This Fund will be financed 
through contributions paid post incident by receivers of  
HNS cargoes.

The treaty complements existing regimes already in force for 
the transport of oil as cargo, bunker oil used for the operation and 
propulsion of ships, the removal of hazardous wrecks and claims 
for death of or personal injury to passengers, or for damage to their 
luggage, on ships. 

Total compensation available under the HNS Convention 

is capped at 250 million Special Drawing Rights (SDR) of the 
International Monetary Fund (approximately USD $360 million at 
current exchange rates) per event. Shipowners are held strictly liable 
up to a maximum limit of liability established by the Convention for 
the cost of an HNS incident. Registered owners of ships carrying 
HNS cargoes have to maintain insurance that is State certified. 
The HNS Fund pays compensation once shipowner’s liability is 
exhausted and is financed through contributions paid post incident 
by receivers of HNS cargoes.

The HNS Fund is administered by States and contributions will be 
based on the actual need for compensation.

HNS covered by the Convention include: oils; other liquid 
substances defined as noxious or dangerous; liquefied gases; 
liquid substances with a flashpoint not exceeding 60˚C; dangerous, 
hazardous and harmful materials and substances carried in 
packaged form or in containers; and solid bulk materials defined as 
possessing chemical hazards.

Compensation  
regime for hazardous 
and noxious cargoes 
steps closer 

(Continued from page 7)  
and their experiences throughout the network to ensure a common 
approach to a global issue.  

Innovative programmes and projects are being developed and 
carried out by the MTCCs - all designed to promote energy-efficient 
technologies and operations. 

Developing countries and, in particular, Least Developed Countries 
and Small Island Developing States, will be the main beneficiaries of 
this ambitious initiative.

For regions particularly vulnerable to the impact of climate change, 
it’s a chance to get involved in promoting technologies and operations 
to improve energy efficiency in the maritime sector. 

“When we saw this project, we saw it as an opportunity to build 
partnership throughout the region to mitigate, at least in the maritime 
sector, the impacts of climate change,” says Vivian Rambarath-

Parasram, Head of MTCC-Caribbean.  
Estimates say ships’ energy consumption and CO2 emissions 

could be reduced by up to 75% by applying operational measures 
and implementing existing technologies. The GMN is on the cutting 
edge of climate-change mitigation – and, at the same time, opening 
up a world of opportunities for those who participate in it.

“We’re looking forward to building capacity for not just Kenya 
but for the African region in general - to reduce greenhouse gas 
emissions, to improve air quality in our port cities,” says Nancy W. 
Karigithu, Principal Secretary Maritime and Shipping Affairs, Kenya.    

By promoting technologies and operations to improve energy 
efficiency in the maritime sector and helping navigate shipping into a 
low-carbon future, the GMN project is steering a course for a cleaner, 
greener future.
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BE MORE EXTRAORDINARY
Open new doors with a leading online qualification from the industry’s preferred training provider

Certificate in Marine Salvage Law
Starts 26 September – 12 weeks
Study the legal framework of international salvage and contracts

Certificate in Maritime Safety Management & the ISM Code
Starts 26 September – 12 weeks
Apply the ISM code to your marine practices       

Contact us on learning@knect365.com or call +44 20 7017 4483
to speak to our team and find out more

Remember to quote your VIP code IMO News for priority booking

Courses starting September 2018

Diploma in Maritime Safety Policies & Regulations
Starts 4 September – 12 months
Learn more about maritime safety law, compliance, 
and security                                                          

Postgraduate Diploma in Marine Insurance
Starts 24 September – 12 months
Formalise your understanding of marine insurance 
and reinsurance

Postgraduate Diploma in International Maritime Law
Starts 24 September – 16 months
Get to grips with the legal underpinnings of 
international trade and transport

LMA A4 ad for IMO v2.indd   1 10/05/2018   14:39



10

FEATURE IMO NEWS  •  SPRING 2018 IMO NEWS  •  SPRING 2018 

www.imo.orgwww.imo.org

Alongside the 70th anniversary of the 
International Maritime Organization 

(IMO), in 2018, the World Maritime University 
(WMU) is this year celebrating 35 years 
since its foundation. WMU has a remarkable 
legacy of global maritime education and 
capacity building and an extensive network 
of leaders in the global maritime and ocean 
sectors with 4,654 WMU alumni from  
167 countries. 

WMU was officially established by the 
IMO on 1 May 1983 and inaugurated on 4 
July 1983, with the financial support of the 
Swedish government, the City of Malmö, the 
United Nations Development Programme 
and private donations. 

Today, WMU graduates are to be 
found in all parts of the maritime and 
port industries, and maritime academia. 
Some have occupied positions such as 
Prime Minister, government ministers, 
deputy ministers, ambassadors, country 
representatives at IMO, presidents of 
maritime academies, while many others hold 
senior positions in their maritime and port 
administrations, as senior surveyors and in 
shipping companies, to name but a few. The 
current Secretary-General of the IMO and 
WMU Chancellor, Mr Kitack Lim, is a 1991 
graduate of the University. 

Marking WMU’s 35th anniversary, Mr 
Lim stated: “WMU’s work is indispensable 
for ensuring smooth and effective 
implementation and enforcement of IMO’s 
shipping regulations. The University 
equipped generations of maritime leaders 
with the necessary skills to take on this 
important responsibility. WMU’s 35th 
anniversary is a celebration of those 4,654 
men and women who graduated from 

the University and went on to make an 
incredibly beneficial impact on shipping felt 
by all those who rely on the industry.” 

WMU’s President, Dr. Cleopatra 
Doumbia-Henry, in marking this milestone 
stated: “As WMU celebrates its 35th 
Anniversary, we applaud IMO for its 
vision when in 1983 it established this 
truly remarkable academic institution – a 
university for the world, dedicated to 
advance maritime education and research. 
As we look ahead, we will continue to 
enhance our education, research and 
capacity-building programmes to serve 
the needs of the maritime and wider ocean 
community, taking into account the impact 
of technology, innovation, regulatory 
developments and the importance of 
delivering the Sustainable  
Development Goals.” 
Global network

The University serves IMO and its 
mission, offering stakeholders unrivalled 
access to a global network of experts, 
knowledge and capacity-building while 
supporting governments, organizations 
and the industry worldwide. WMU is 
unique in combining and delivering 
maritime and ocean-related education, 
knowledge and expertise to support the 
continued development and growth of 
the maritime and ocean industries as well 
as the implementation of the Sustainable 
Development Goals. In addition to seven 
specializations available within the 
Malmö MSc programme, there are MSc 
programmes in Shanghai and Dalian, 
China; a joint Master of Philosophy (M.Phil.) 
programme in International Maritime Law 
and Ocean Policy offered in cooperation 

with the IMO International Maritime 
Law Institute (IMLI); and a flexible PhD 
programme. Distance learning is available 
with several postgraduate diploma 
programmes and an LLM. In addition, WMU 
utilizes its extensive network of international 
maritime experts to deliver customized 
executive development courses at  
locations worldwide.

WMU has played an effective role in 
sharing and transferring technology from 
developed to developing countries, with a 
view to achieving of the highest practicable 
standards in maritime safety and security, 
efficiency of international shipping, 
preventing and controlling marine pollution, 
including air pollution from ships, and other 
marine and related ocean issues. 

Research is integral to achieving WMU’s 
mission while exploring the interconnected 
nature of the maritime industry, international 
rule of law and the effect on the environment 
and the oceans. An example of WMU’s 
innovative work is the MarTID global 
maritime training insights database that was 
released in May 2018. The MarTID database 
is a historic initiative to study global 
maritime training practices by providing a 
global picture of maritime training that is 
not currently available, offering the global 
maritime community data on current and 
emerging training trends and techniques, 
staffing models, training focus areas, 
training tools, training resource allocation 
and assessment practices.

Closing the maritime industry gender 
and skills gap is a priority for the University. 
Until the late 1990s, female students made 
up less than 5% of the Malmö student 
body. A recruitment strategy with strong 

Anniversary 
celebration 
for IMO’s 
unique global 
maritime 
university 
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support from fellowship donors has resulted 
in the proportion of female students rising 
to around a third of the annual enrolment. 
In addition, almost a quarter of the WMU 
faculty today are female. 

During this 35th anniversary year, WMU 
officially inaugurated the WMU-Sasakawa 
Global Ocean Institute on 8 May. The 
new Institute will act as an independent 
focal point for ocean-related dialogue and 
capacity-building. 

The Global Ocean Institute is founded on 
the vision of a platform where policy makers, 
the scientific community, regulators, industry 
actors, academics, and representatives of 
civil society can meet to discuss how best 
to manage and use ocean spaces and their 
resources for the sustainable development 
of present and future generations. The 
Global Ocean Institute has benefitted 
from the generous support of The Nippon 
Foundation, the Governments of Sweden, 
the City of Malmö and Canada. The Institute 
will complement the IMO’s current and 
future engagement in the broader sphere 
of ocean governance, building important 
bridges between the maritime and  
ocean sectors.

Representing the host country of 
Sweden, Ms. Isabella Lövin, Deputy Prime 
Minister and Minister for International 
Development Cooperation and Climate, 
remarked on Sweden’s support for UN 
SDG 14 and that Sweden is proud to 
host the University. ”With the new Global 
Ocean Institute, the World Maritime 

University will not only continue to be a 
center of excellence in maritime and ocean 
education, training and research but also a 
hub and meeting place bringing people and 
knowledge from policy, industry, academia, 
law and civil society together to contribute 
to the implementation of SDG 14 and the 
broader 2030 Agenda. I’m proud that 
Sweden hosts these institutions,” she stated.
Active Engagment

Immediately following the inauguration, 
from 8 to 9 May, the WMU Global Ocean 
Conference 2018 took place with over 240 
participants from more than 50 countries. 
The outcomes of the conference will inform 
the priorities for the Global Ocean Institute, 
as well as strategies to ensure active 
engagement between stakeholders and the 
new Institute.

Discussions focused on building 
transformative partnerships for ocean 
sustainability and improving ocean 
governance generally. Opportunities 
and challenges were identified within 
the themes of ocean economy, science 
& technology, UN system bodies, ocean 
industry, regional and national issues, 
and civil society. Representatives of 
international organizations, governments, 
ocean industries, research communities, 
civil society and academic institutions 
contributed to the discussions. 
Contemporary and emerging threats and 
issues faced by the world’s oceans and 
marine sectors were addressed as well as 

ways to build transformative partnerships 
to deliver the ocean-related goals under 
the UN 2030 Agenda for Sustainable 
Development. 

As part of the United Nations system, 
WMU is the embodiment of the principle 
that education is the engine for economic 
growth, builds capacity for developing 
countries, promotes social justice and 
inclusive societies. With a holistic approach 
to education, raising the competency 
of the sector and providing research 
that contributes to the development 
of responsible shipping practices and 
operations as well as ocean governance, 
WMU is working towards a more sustainable 
future for the maritime industry and for  
our oceans. 
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The Organization and Management volume 
discusses the global search and rescue 
(SAR) system concept, establishment 
and improvement of national and regional 
SAR systems and co-operation with 
neighbouring States to provide effective 
and economical SAR services.

www.imo.org

The Sub-Committee approved 
updates to the International 

Aeronautical and Maritime 
Search and Rescue (IAMSAR) 
Manual, which contains detailed 
guidance for a common aviation 
and maritime approach to 
organizing and providing search 
and rescue services. 

Draft amendments prepared 
by the International Civil 
Aviation Organization (ICAO)/IMO Joint Working Group on the 
Harmonization of Aeronautical and Maritime Search and Rescue 
include a new section related to search and rescue operations in 
areas remote from search and rescue facilities; and updates to the 
section on mass rescue operations. 

The draft amendments will be forwarded to the MSC for 
approval for inclusion in the 2019 edition of the Manual.

IAMSAR 
manual 
updated

Arctic shipping 
routes  
to be 
established
New shipping routes in the Bering Sea 

and Bering Strait, aimed at reducing the 
risks of incidents and protecting the marine 
environment as well as local fishing activities, 
have been agreed by IMO’s Sub-Committee 
on Navigation, Communications and Search 
and Rescue (NCSR).

The Sub-Committee agreed to establish 
two-way routes, precautionary areas and 
areas to be avoided in the Bering Sea and 
Bering Strait. 

The six two-way routes and six 
precautionary areas, to be voluntary for or all 
ships of 400 gross tonnage and above, in the 
Bering Sea and Bering Strait off the coast of 
the Chukotskiy Peninsula and Alaska, were 
proposed by the Russian Federation and the 
United States. These waters are expected to 
see increased traffic due to rising economic 
activity in the Arctic. 

In addition, the Sub-Committee agreed 
to establish three areas to be avoided in the 
Bering Sea, proposed by the United States, to 

improve safety of navigation and protect the 
fragile and unique environment. 

These are the first ship routeing measures 
to be agreed in IMO for the Arctic region 
since IMO’s Polar Code entered into force on 
1 January 2017. 

The Polar Code sets out additional safety 
and environment protection measures for 
ships trading in the Arctic and Antarctic 
regions. 

The Sub-Committee also approved the 
following new and amended ships’ routeing 
measures, for submission to the MSC  
for adoption:
•  Traffic separation scheme and other 

routeing measures In Dangan Channel 
(China);

•  Traffic separation schemes and other 
routeing measures In the vicinity of Kattegat 
(Denmark and Sweden); and

•  Area to be avoided Off the coast of  
Ghana in the Atlantic Ocean  (an 
amendment) (Ghana).

SUB-COMMITTEE ON NAVIGATION, COMMUNICATIONS AND SEARCH AND RESCUE (NCSR)  •  5th session  •  19-23 FEBRUARY 2018 

The Sub-Committee continued its ongoing 
work to modernize the Global Maritime 

Distress and Safety system (GMDSS). 
The first draft of relevant amendments 

to chapters III and IV of the International 
Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea 
(SOLAS) were prepared and a work plan for 
the development of related and consequential 
amendments to IMO instruments other than the 
SOLAS Convention was agreed.

The GMDSS was adopted in 1988 to ensure 
full integration of maritime radio and satellite 
communications so that distress alerts can 
be generated from anywhere on the world’s 
oceans. The modernization plan aims to update 
the provisions, including allowing for the 
incorporation of new satellite communication 
services. 

A Correspondence Group was re-
established to continue the work between 
sessions.

The Sub-Committee agreed a draft MSC 
resolution on Recognition of Maritime Satellite 
Services provided by Inmarsat Global Ltd., for 
adoption by the Committee. 

The draft resolution recognizes maritime 
mobile satellite services provided by the 
Inmarsat Fleet Safety service, in the coverage 
area under the Inmarsat-4 Middle East and Asia 
(MEAS) region satellite, for use in the GMDSS.

GMDSS modernization 
progressed

The Sub-Committee continued its work on matters related to 
e-navigation. 
Draft Interim Guidelines for the harmonized display of navigation 

information received via communications equipment were agreed for 
submission to the MSC for approval. These Interim guidelines aim to 
ensure that information received from communications equipment 
displayed on ECDIS, radar and INS is displayed in an efficient, 
reliable and consistent format to support decision-making. The 
interim status of the guidelines indicates that they are intended to be 
revisited once interrelated e-navigation items have been completed. 

The Sub-Committee also agreed to the updated IMO e-navigation 
Strategy Implementation Plan (SIP), for approval by the Committee. 
The SIP was approved in 2014 and the update reflects the work that 
has been completed until now. Newly included in the updated SIP is 
a table with prioritized tasks.  

The Sub-Committee also agreed to recommend to MSC the 
holding of a second meeting of the IMO-IHO Harmonization Group 
on Data Modelling (HGDM) to continue and finalize the Guidance 
on definition and harmonization of the format and structure of 
Maritime Services within a Maritime Service Portfolio (MSP). The list 
of Maritime Services is set out in the SIP and the HGDM is tasked to 
provide solutions for the provision of harmonized digitalized maritime 
information services to ships.  

E-navigation moves ahead

NC
SR
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IMO ASSEMBLY  •  30th session  •  27 NOVEMBER - 6 DECEMBER 2017
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MacGregor bearing pad 
modernisation for all major makes 
and models of hatch covers
If you own or operate container vessels, bulk carriers or general cargo ships please consider upgrading your hatch covers 
with our bearing pads. This modernisation helps you increase the lifetime of the seals, enhance weather tightness and 
reduce the need for time-consuming and costly maintenance and repairs.

Our bearing pad modernisation includes:

• Pre-project inspection
• Engineering and procurement
• Class-approval documentation
• Installation drawings and instructions
• Bearing pads, seals and consumable spare parts

For more information, please contact your MacGregor account 
manager or send an email to 
macgregor.service@macgregor.com. 

www.macgregor.com
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I.M.S.S.E.A.
International Maritime Safety Security Environment Academy

Recognised as one of the leading maritime education, training and research centres
by Resolution 17 of the 2010 Manila Conference that adopted amendments to the

STCW Convention

PRESENTS

        in cooperation with:

OTHER IMSSEA RELEASES:

IMSAS preparation for maritime administrations (available in 
EN/FR/AR)
Port security auditors training (available in EN/FR/AR)
Tailored regional courses based on IMO Model Courses

www.immsea.org info@immsea.org
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SUB-COMMITTEE ON SHIP SYSTEMS AND EQUIPMENT (SSE)  •  5th session  •  12-16 MARCH 2018 

SSE

Life-saving 
appliances and 
arrangements for 
polar waters 
Progress was made in developing 

draft interim guidelines on life-saving 
appliances and arrangements for ships 
operating in polar waters. 

IMO’s Polar Code entered into force 
in 2017. As part of follow-up actions, 
the Sub-Committee is looking at test 
and performance criteria for life-saving 
appliances and arrangements specific to 
the polar environment. 

A correspondence group was instructed 
to continue developing the draft interim 
guidelines and to consider suitable 
regulatory options to address future new 
test and performance criteria, such as a 
new chapter to the LSA Code, amendments 
to part I-B of the Polar Code or amendments 
to the existing recommendation on testing 
of life-saving appliances.

Fires on ro-ro 
passenger ships 
The Sub-Committee agreed draft Revised 

guidelines for the approval of fixed 
water-based fire-fighting systems for ro-ro 
spaces and special category spaces (to 
update the guidelines in MSC.1/Circ.1430), 
for submission to the MSC for approval. The 
revision relates in particular to the position 
of sprinklers or nozzles, to ensure adequate 
performance, and to reliable control of fixed 
water-based fire-fighting systems.  

The Sub-Committee also continued its 
ongoing review of current SOLAS regulations 
and associated codes to minimize the 
incidence and consequences of fires 
on new and existing ro-ro passenger 
ships, specifically in ro-ro and special 
category spaces. A draft structure for 
interim guidelines was developed and 
IMO instruments which may need to be 
revised were identified. The Sub-Committee 
is looking, among other things, at risks 
arising from alternatively powered vehicles, 
including electric or hybrid vehicles, as well 
as those risks associated with electrical 
supply and connections to vehicles.

Shore-side power – 
safety aspects 

The Sub-Committee commenced work 
on the safety aspects of on-shore 

power supply to ships, also known as 
“cold ironing”, “alternative maritime 
power” and “shore-side electricity”. 

Plugging a ship into shore-side power 
- and turning off onboard generators - is 
one solution to reducing air pollution from 
ships, as well as limiting local noise.

It was agreed that guidelines on safe 
operation of on-shore power supply 
should be developed, focusing initially 
on operational safety aspects in port 
for ships engaged on international 
voyages; and secondly, in view of the 
various international standards and other 
variables associated with the different 
types of ships’ and on-shore electrical 
arrangements, on a uniform set of 
equipment standards. 

A correspondence group was 
established to further develop draft 
guidelines, based on which the need for 
relevant amendments to SOLAS will  
be considered.

Ventilation of 
totally enclosed 
lifeboats 
The Sub-Committee agreed draft 

amendments to the International Life-
Saving Appliance (LSA) Code regarding 
ventilation of totally enclosed lifeboats, 
to ensure a habitable environment is 
maintained in such craft. 

The draft new paragraphs on means of 
ventilation for totally enclosed lifeboats, and 
on openings and closings, would require 
a totally enclosed lifeboat to be provided 
with means to achieve a ventilation rate of 
at least 5 m3/h per person for the number of 
persons which the lifeboat is permitted to 
accommodate, for not less than 24 hours. 

The ventilation means will need to be 
operable from inside the lifeboat and 
arranged to ensure that the lifeboat is 
ventilated without stratification or formation 
of unventilated pockets.

The draft amendments will be submitted 
to the Maritime Safety Committee (MSC) for 
consideration, when the whole package of 

provisions on ventilation means for survival 
craft has been finalized.

Regarding ventilation on survival craft 
other than totally enclosed lifeboats, a 
correspondence group was established 
to develop relevant draft amendments 
to chapter IV of the LSA Code. The 
group was also instructed to prepare 
draft amendments to the Revised 
recommendation on testing of life saving 
appliances for testing means of ventilation 
for all survival craft and necessary 
consequential amendments to other IMO 

instruments, taking into consideration 
safe operational conditions that may allow 
the lifeboat hatches to be opened for 
ventilation. 

Draft amendments to the LSA Code 
focused on manually-launched “rescue 
boats that are not one of the lifeboats” on 
cargo ships were also agreed. 

The draft amendments (to paragraph 
6.1.1.3) also include a requirement for 
means to bring the rescue boat against the 
ship’s side and hold it so that persons can 
be safely embarked. 
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MARINE ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION COMMITTEE (MEPC)  •  72nd session  •  9-13 APRIL 2018

M
EPC

Greenhouse gas 
emissions initial 
strategy adopted   

The MEPC adopted an initial strategy on 
the reduction of GHG emissions from 

ships, setting out a vision to reduce GHG 
emissions from international shipping. 

The vision confirms IMO’s commitment to 
reducing GHG emissions from international 
shipping and, as a matter of urgency, aims 
to phase them out as soon as possible in 
this century. (Full story page 7)

Mandatory data collection system 
for fuel oil consumption    

MARPOL amendments to make the 
data collection system for fuel oil 

consumption of ships mandatory entered 
into force on 1 March 2018. They require 
data collection to start from 1 January 2019. 

MEPC 72 was updated on the status 
of the development of the IMO Ship Fuel 
Oil Consumption Database which was 
launched in March 2018. 

Relevant matters concerning 
implementation of the requirement were 

considered. The MEPC approved the 
Sample format for the Confirmation of 
compliance, early submission of the SEEMP 
part II on the ship fuel oil consumption data 
collection plan and its timely verification 
pursuant to regulation 5.4.5 of MARPOL 
Annex VI. The confirmation of compliance 
should confirm that the methodology and 
processes are in place for the ship to report 
the data required under the regulations. 

The MEPC adopted amendments to 
regulation 21 of MARPOL Annex VI 

regarding Energy Efficiency Design Index 
(EEDI) requirements for ro-ro cargo and ro-ro 
passenger ships. 

Energy-efficiency design standards 
for new ships and associated operational 
energy-efficiency measures for existing 
ships became mandatory in 2013, with the 
entry into force of relevant amendments to 
MARPOL Annex VI. 

The Committee was informed that more 
than 2,700 new ocean-going ships have 
been certified as complying with the energy 
efficiency standards. 

The MEPC received a report on progress 
by the correspondence group on review 
of the EEDI beyond phase 2 and re-
established the group to continue its work. 
The correspondence group is expected 
to make an interim report to MEPC 73 
(October 2018) with a final report to MEPC 
74 (Spring 2019). That report is expected 

to provide a recommendation on the 
time period and reduction rates for EEDI 
phase 3 requirements and the outcome 
of discussions within the correspondence 
group on a possible introduction of phase 4 
requirements, with associated time period 
and reduction rates. 

Draft amendments to regulation VI/19.3 
proposed in relation to exemptions on EEDI 
for ice class ships were referred to the 
correspondence group. 

Energy efficiency requirements 
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MARINE ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION COMMITTEE (MEPC)  •  72nd session  •  9-13 APRIL 2018M
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MEPC 72 adopted amendments to the 
BWM Convention, which were approved 

at the previous session. The amendments will 
enter into force on 13 October 2019.

The amendments relate to the 
implementation of the treaty, including 
the schedule for ships to comply with the 
requirement to meet the so-called D-2 
standard (amendments to section B). 

Other amendments (to sections A and D) 
make mandatory the Code for approval of 
ballast water management systems, which 
was also be adopted at the session. Further 
amendments relate to section E on survey 
and certification. 

Since the date of entry into force, ships 
have been required to manage their ballast 
water to avoid the transfer of potentially 

invasive aquatic species. All ships must have 
a ballast water management plan and keep a 
ballast water record book. Ships are required 
to manage their ballast water to meet either 
the D-1 ballast water exchange standard 
or the D-2 performance standard, which 
specifies maximum limits for the discharge 
of viable organisms as well as specified 
indicator microbes harmful to human health.

With the BWM Convention’s entry 
into force, and the adoption of a first set 
of amendments, there is now increased 
emphasis on its effective implementation  
and enforcement. 

The experience-building phase 
(EBP), established through resolution 
MEPC.290(71), will enable port States, flag 
States and other stakeholders to gather, 

prepare and submit data, the analysis of 
which will allow a systematic and evidence-
based review of the requirements of the 
Convention and the development of a 
package of amendments to the Convention 
as appropriate. 

MEPC 72 approved the Data gathering 
and analysis plan for the experience-building 
phase associated with the BWM Convention 
(BWM.2/Circ.67), which sets out the specific 
arrangements for data gathering during 
the EBP (including the interfaces through 
which data may be submitted to the EBP 
and the specific data requirements for 
each interface), as well as principles and 
organizational arrangements for analysing 
the data collected, and the timeline for  
the EBP. 

Sulphur 2020 limit – non-compliant fuel oil ban 
The 0.50% limit on sulphur in fuel oil 

on board ships (outside designated 
emission control areas or ECAs, where the 
limit is 0.10%) will come into effect on 1 
January 2020.

The MEPC approved, with a view to 
adoption at MEPC 73 (22-26 October 2018), 
draft amendments to MARPOL Annex VI to 
prohibit the carriage of non-compliant fuel 
oil for combustion purposes for propulsion 
or operation on board a ship. 

The exception would be for ships fitted 
with an approved “equivalent arrangement” 
to meet the sulphur limit – such as an 
exhaust gas cleaning system (EGCS) or 
so-called “scrubber” – which are already 
permitted under regulation 4.1 of MARPOL 
Annex VI. These arrangements can be 

used with “heavy” high sulphur fuel oil as 
EGCSs clean the emissions and therefore 
can be accepted as being at least as 
effective at meeting the required sulphur 
limit. Additionally, ships undertaking 
research trials of emission reduction and 
control technology can be exempted under 
regulation 3.2 of MARPOL Annex VI.

For a ship without an approved 
equivalent arrangement, the effect of the 
draft amendment, which would enter into 
force on 1 March 2020, would be that the 
sulphur content of any fuel oil used or 
carried for use on board shall not exceed 
0.50%. 

IMO’s Sub-Committee on Pollution 
Prevention and Response (PPR) is 
currently developing guidelines to support 

the implementation of the 2020 sulphur 
limit. These guidelines will cover a range 
of issues related to implementation, 
including ship planning for implementation; 
verification and control issues; and fuel oil 
non-availability reporting. 

The MEPC approved Guidance on 
best practice for fuel oil purchasers/users 
for assuring the quality of fuel oil used 
on board ships. The best practices are 
intended to assist in assuring the quality 
of fuel oil delivered to, and used onboard 
ships, with respect to both compliance with 
the MARPOL requirements and the safe and 
efficient operation of the ship. Draft best 
practice guidance for fuel oil suppliers and 
best practice for Member States /coastal 
States is also being developed.

Ballast Water Management Convention 
amendments adopted 
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MARINE ENVIRONMENT PROTECTION COMMITTEE (MEPC)  •  72nd session  •  9-13 APRIL 2018

M
EPC

Heavy fuel oil  
in the Arctic 
The MEPC considered the development 

of measures to reduce risks of use and 
carriage of heavy fuel oil by ships in Arctic 
waters and agreed the scope of work for 
the Sub-committee on Pollution Prevention 
and Response (PPR), which meets for its 6th 
session in February 2019. 

PPR 6 should develop a definition of HFO; 
prepare a set of guidelines on mitigation 
measures to reduce risks of use and carriage 
of heavy fuel oil as fuel by ships in Arctic 
waters; and on the basis of an assessment of 
the impacts, develop a ban on HFO for use and 
carriage as fuel by ships in Arctic waters, on an 
appropriate timescale.

The Committee requested countries to 
submit proposals on an appropriate impact 
assessment methodology process for 
consideration at MEPC 73 in October, with a 
view to facilitating the work to be undertaken by 
PPR Sub-Committee.

Currently, the use and carriage of heavy fuel 
oil is banned in the Antarctic under MARPOL 
Annex I regulation 43. It is recommended in the 
Polar Code that the same rules are applied in 
the Arctic.  

Marine litter
The MEPC agreed to include 

a new output on its agenda, 
to address the issue of marine 
plastic litter from shipping in 
the context of 2030 Sustainable 
Development Goal 14. 

Member Governments and 
international organizations were 
invited to submit firm proposals to 
MEPC 73 on the development of 
an action plan. 

The Food and Agriculture 
Organization (FAO) and other 
international organizations were 
requested to keep the Committee 
updated on their work related 
to addressing marine plastic 
litter. The MEPC also heard from 
FAO about the FAO Voluntary 
Guidelines on the Marking of 
Fishing Gear, which will be 
submitted to the thirty-third 
session of FAO’s Committee on 
Fisheries in July 2018. 

Review of biofouling guidelines 
The Committee agreed to include a new output on review of the 2011 Biofouling 

Guidelines (resolution MEPC.207(62)) in the post-biennial agenda of the PPR  
Sub Committee with two sessions needed to complete the work.

IMO is in the preparation phase for the GloFouling Partnerships project – a 
collaboration between the Global Environment Facility (GEF), the United Nations 
Development Programme (UNDP) and IMO. The project will address the transfer 
of aquatic species through biofouling, in other words, the build-up of aquatic 
organisms on a ship’s underwater hull and structures. The project will focus on 
the implementation of the Biofouling Guidelines, which provide guidance on how 
biofouling should be controlled and managed to reduce the transfer of invasive 
aquatic species.
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LEGAL COMMITTEE  •  105th session  •  23-25 APRIL 2018LE
G

Seafarer abandonment cases highlighted  
The increase in reported cases of seafarer 

abandonment was highlighted during 
the 105th session of IMO’s Legal Committee 
(23-25 April).  

A joint International Labour Organization 
(ILO)/IMO database recorded 55 such cases 
during 2017, against between 12 and 19 
cases annually from 2011 to 2016. 

In cases of abandonment, seafarers may 
be left without proper supply of food and 
fresh water, without wages and resources for 

their families and with no prospect of being 
repatriated. The 2014 Amendments to the 
ILO Maritime Labour Convention (MLC 2006) 
require shipowners to have compulsory 
insurance to cover abandonment of seafarers, 
as well as claims for death or long-term 
disability of seafarers. These amendments 
were based on guidelines developed by 
a joint IMO/ILO ad hoc expert working 
group, which reported to both IMO’s Legal 
Committee and ILO’s governing bodies. 

The Committee requested the IMO 
Secretariat to consult with ILO in order to 
include information related to insurance, or 
lack of it, in the database for each new case. 
It also requested that the Secretariats of IMO 
and ILO consider creating a list of competent 
authorities and organizations who can assist 
in resolving the cases.  The Committee invited 
proposals to further improve the database 
and to improve the situation with regard to 
seafarers. 

Fair treatment of seafarers 
The Committee was updated on guidance which is being developed by the ITF and 

Seafarers’ Rights International (SRI) to support implementation of the 2006 IMO/
ILO Guidelines on fair treatment of seafarers in the event of a maritime accident. An 
international workshop on fair treatment of seafarers was held at IMO Headquarters  
in 2017. 

The Committee noted that work on the implementation of the Guidelines should 
continue at a regional level, to allow for more detailed discussions on national 
legislation. The first regional workshop will be hosted by the Government of the 
Philippines in Manila in July 2018. 

A comprehensive survey conducted by SRI in 2011 2012 had suggested that the 
rights of seafarers, as enshrined in the Guidelines, were often subject to violation. In 
some cases, seafarers had been detained or imprisoned, facing criminal charges 
without legal assistance or other support.
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Fraudulent ship registration   
The Committee added a new output to 

its agenda on “Measures to prevent 
unlawful practices associated with the 
fraudulent registration and fraudulent 
registries of ships”, with a target completion 
date of 2021.  

A submission from a number of States 
noted that the Democratic Republic 
of the Congo (DRC) had denounced 
the fraudulent use of its flag at the last 
session. The fraud was discovered when 
the DRC was contacted by INTERPOL, 
requesting authorization to prosecute two 
vessels allegedly flying the flag of the 
DRC which had been involved in illicit 
activities. The subsequent investigations 
revealed the extent of the fraud: out of the 
84 vessels shown under the DRC flag, 73 
had been registered without the Maritime 
Administration’s knowledge or approval 
since 2015. 

A number of Member States have 
contacted the IMO Secretariat over the 
past few years to report similar cases of 
fraudulent use of their flag. Fiji reported 91 
illegally registered ships under its flag in 
2017. The Federated States of Micronesia 
(which is not an IMO Member State) 
reported 150 ships illegally registered 
under their flag in 2017. Information was 
circulated by IMO to ensure that port State 
control officers were also informed and 
would take appropriate action against ships 

fraudulently flying a flag.
During the discussion, the Committee 

agreed that fraudulent registration of ships 
was an issue that needed to be addressed. 
Delegations commented that the effective 
international regulation of ships was the 
responsibility of all States. Fraudulent 
registration was a public law issue that the 
Legal Committee, with its expertise, was 
well placed to address. 

The issue of ship registration was 
recognised as quite complex, as it involved 
aspects of public international law and 
private law. A multi-pronged approach 
would be necessary to effectively address 
the issue and the solution would involve 
making accurate information about the 
status of a nation’s registry widely, quickly 
and accurately available to shipowners 
and insurers as well as public officials. It 
was suggested that effective enforcement 
measures to discourage the practice and 
to prevent ships with fraudulent registration 
from operating should be considered.

The Committee requested the IMO 
Secretariat to conduct a study on the cases 
received and to provide information on 
the capabilities of IMO’s Global Integrated 
Shipping Information System (GISIS) to 
address the issue, to potentially include 
contact points, sample certificates and a list 
of registries.  

Autonomous 
vessels – 
scoping 
exercise and 
gap analysis 
The Committee agreed to include on its 

agenda a new work programme item on 
maritime autonomous surface ships (MASS), 
with a target completion year of 2022. 

The aim is to carry out a gap analysis of 
existing liability and compensation treaties 
and other instruments emanating from the 
Legal Committee and a scoping exercise 
in relation to maritime autonomous surface 
ships. This will complement a scoping 
exercise to be carried out by the Maritime 
Safety Committee (MSC) on autonomous 
vessels. The Committee invited concrete 
proposals and comments on the new 
output and a plan of action to LEG 106 
for consideration, taking into account the 
outcome of MSC 99 (May 2018) and MSC 
100 (November 2018).   

During the discussion, delegations 
noted the need to take into account the 
significant impact the introduction of MASS 
would have on seafarers. It was also stated 
that the inclusion of this output on the work 
programme of the Legal Committee did not 
anticipate the position by Member States as 
to whether MASS were permissible under 
international law. 

The issue of MASS also raised various 
questions in relation to the United Nations 
Convention on the Law of the Sea 
(UNCLOS).  

Photo credit: Rolls Royce
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Every year the winner of IMO’s prestigious International 
Maritime Prize is invited to submit a paper on a subject of 

his or her choice for publication in IMO News. Here, 2017 winner 
Mr Koji Sekimizu, IMO Secretary-General Emeritus, shares his 
views on maritime governance by the UN and IMO. The views 
expressed are those of the author and do not represent IMO 
position or policy

From the very early days of the work, 
the United Nations discussed the need 

for a permanent organization dealing with 
the international order for shipping and 
maritime activities and established the 
Inter-Governmental Maritime Consultative 
Organization (IMCO) in 1948. Even after 
the entry into force of the IMCO Convention 
in 1958, the United Nations continued to 
discuss how international shipping should 
be regulated and a number of Conventions 
have been adopted including the United 
Nations Convention on the Law of the  
Sea (UNCLOS). 

These international rules and regulations 
including Conventions adopted at the 
International Maritime Organization (IMO) 
have formed the current state of governance 
over the activities of the shipping industry 
- the Maritime Governance - by the United 
Nations and IMO. The current state of the 
Maritime Governance is a result of serious 
discussions and efforts at international 
organizations during the past seventy years 
and should be an important subject for 
serious academic study in order to properly 
recognize the past achievements and 
lessons to be learnt and ensure continuous 
sound and sustainable shipping in future. 

I am promoting serious academic 
researches and studies on Maritime 
Governance of the UN and IMO at 
academic institutions including Universities 
and Schools. Academic institutions are 
encouraged to establish a PhD study course 

to deal with the past, present and future of 
the Maritime Governance of the UN and 
IMO and evaluate the values of international 
cooperation in the field of Maritime 
Governance and discuss the benefits of 
the current state of Maritime Governance 
for the shipping industries, the welfare and 
prosperity of people of the world and the 
environment. 

Elements and fields of study on  
UN and IMO Maritime Governance

Since the establishment of the United 
Nations at the end of the last world war in 
1945, the world economy has continued 
to grow, except for a very short period of 
slight decline experienced in the 2009 
economic contraction. Because of this, 
the living conditions and the quality of 
life of mankind have been significantly 
improved and the poverty of people in the 
developing countries has been mitigated. In 
this remarkable development, international 
shipping has made a major contribution, 
because it is indispensable for world trade. 

International shipping in this period is 
characterized by the word “Expansion”, 
because of the expansion of the world trade. 
Shipping carries more than 80 percent 
of world trade, providing global networks 
of means of transporting foods, oils and 
gases and energy, materials and industrial 
materials and products. They are low-cost, 
reliable, accessible and least polluting and 
most energy efficient and environmentally 

friendly mode of transport. Any serious 
restriction or limitation to this global network 
of transport would affect the daily lives of 
millions of people. 

During the past 60 years since IMO was 
established and started its work in 1958, 
the structure and operation of international 
shipping have been seriously globalized. In 
the fields of ship registration, shipbuilding 
and provision of seafarers, we have seen 
significant changes. A large portion of 
domestic or national fleets in 1950s have 
now been flagged out to a handful of so-
called open registry countries and those 
ships are operated by seafarers of various 
nationalities mainly trained in developing 
countries. Shipping has been largely 
globalized in the past 60 years. 

During the same period, we have seen 
a tremendous amount of new technologies 
applied to the maritime industry. 
Advancement of new technologies in the 
fields of shipbuilding materials, propulsion, 
communications and computer applications 
have continuously affected shipping and will 
change ships and their operation  
in future. 

Since the United Nations Conference 
on the Human Environment in 1972 and 
adoption of the Stockholm Declaration, 
our understanding of the value of the 
environment including seas and oceans has 
been dramatically changed and the United 
Nations has been regularly holding major 
international conferences highlighting the 

Maritime Governance by the UN and IMO
By Koji Sekimizu
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importance of the protection of the environment every 
ten years, including the Rio Earth Summit in 1992 and 
the Rio plus 20 Conference in 2012. 

The United Nations has provided the foundations 
of maritime governance including the United Nations 
Convention on the Law of the Sea (UNCLOS) in 1982 
and its specialized Agencies, such as ILO, ITU, WMO, 
UNESCO/IOC, UNEP, UNDP, World Bank and GEF have 
provided their contributions for maritime governance 
in their respective fields of operation but it is IMO that 
has provided international shipping with practical rules 
and regulations and standards for almost all aspects 
of operation of ships and the international shipping 
industry. 

The globalization of international shipping, 
application of new technologies and heightened 
concern over degradation of the environment posed 
serious challenges to international shipping in the past 
decades and IMO has successfully responded to these 
challenges in the fields of ensuring safety of life at sea, 
prevention of marine pollution and protection of the 
marine environment, ensuring maritime security and 
improvement of energy efficiency in shipping operations 
and reduction of the GHG emissions from ships in 
response to the climate change debates. 

One ideal of IMO and its Maritime Governance is 
“Global Implementation of Global Standards established 
by IMO”. Nowadays, ship owners can register their 
ships at any open registry countries as long as they 
meet requirements of SOLAS, LL and MARPOL 
Conventions and recruit seafarers of any nationality 
trained in any countries as long as they meet STCW 
competency requirements and hold international 
certificates required by the STCW Convention. Flag 
States, port States and States providing seafarers are 
cooperating to ensure implementation and enforcement 
of IMO Conventions. This global system of responsibility 
sharing was established through the intensive and 
continuous effort of IMO in the past 60 years of activities. 
Such IMO Maritime Governance system is always 
under the pressure and threat of unilateral imposition 
of national standards which would go beyond the 
established international standards, however, IMO has 
been providing an effective forum for the international 
community for continuous constructive consultations and 
discussions to improve international standards. 

Major Issues in the history of IMO and Achievements in the Maritime Sector 
Governance.

MAJOR ISSUES 
•  1960s and 1970s: SOLAS, MARPOL, STCW, LL, CLC and FUND, SAR and all 

important legal instruments were adopted in these two decades. Responses to 
large scale oil pollutions such as Torrey Canyon 1967 and Amoco Cadiz 1978 

•  1980s: Implementation of SOLAS and MARPOL and amendments through 
the tacit acceptance procedures. Response to the accident of Herald of Free 
Enterprise 1987, Oil Spill of Exxon Valdez 1989 

•  1990s: Responsibility of company management for the safety and adoption 
of ISM Code. Expansion of environmental programmes covering issues of 
PSSAs, OPRC, Ballast Water Management, Harmful Anti-fouling paints, air 
pollution from ships. Response to the loss of many bulk carriers. Response 
to the Ro-ro Ferry accident Estonia 1994. Response to oil spill accidents: 
Nakhotoka 1997, Erika 1999 

•  2000s: Phasing out of single hull tankers and Condition Assessment Scheme 
in response to oil spill accident of Prestige. 2002, maritime security measures 
in the wake of the 9/11 atrocity and adoption of the ISPS Code. Maritime 
piracy, Diplomatic Conferences for AFS, BWM, Hong Kong Conventions and 
STCW 2010 Climate Change debate. Voluntary IMO Member States  
Audit Scheme 

•  2010s: Adoption of Energy Efficiency Design Index (EEDI) Indian Ocean 
piracy responses. Mandatory IMO Member States Audit Scheme. Adoption 
of the Polar Code and IGF Code. Implementation of BWM Convention. Low 
sulphur fuel oil requirements from 2020 

ACHIEVEMENTS OF IMO 
•   Establishment of international rules, regulations and standards for ships: 
 In the field of safety at sea:
  SOLAS 1960, LL 1966, CSC 1972, SOLAS 1974, SFV 1977, SFV PROT 1993, 

Cape Town Agreement 2012, ISM Code, Polar Code 2014 
 For prevention of marine pollution from ships: 
  INTERVENTION 1969, INTERVENTION PROT 1973, MARPOL 1973/1978, 

MARPOLANNEX VI, Particularly Sensitive Sea Areas(PSSAs), AFS 2001, BWM 
2004, Hong Kong Convention

•  Establishment of international rules, regulations and standards for seafarers 
and training institutions: STCW 1978, STCW-F 1978, 1995 Amendments, 2010 
Manila Amendments

•  Establishment of international rules, regulations and standards for maritime 
security: including protection of ships from acts of armed robbery and 
maritime piracy, SUA 1988, SUA PROT 2005, Djibouti Code 2009

•  Establishment of mechanisms for pollution response 
including limitation of liability of ship owners for pollution 
incidents and compensation for pollution response activities:
 CLC 1969, CLC PROT 1976, CLC PROT 1992, FUND 1971, FUND PROT 
1976, FUNDPROT 1992, FUND PROT 2000, FUND PROT 2003, HNS 1996, 
HNS PROT 2010,OPRC 1990, OPRC HNS 2000

• Establishment of international Convention for facilitation of maritime trade:
 FAL 1965 
• Establishment of Conventions for the limitation of liability of ship owners:
 LLMC 1976, LLMC PROT 1996
•  Establishment of a global system of search and rescue at sea: SAR 1979 
•  Establishment of a global system of control over dumping at sea:
 LC 1972, LC PROT 1996
•  Establishment of mandatory audit system of maritime Administrations of  

IMO Member States: Mandatory IMO Member States Audit Scheme
• Establishment of high level education and research institutions:
 World Maritime University, International Maritime Law Institute 
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With the rise in transport 
by sea of chemicals and 

gases, in bulk and containerized, 
adequate preparedness for 
response to potential spill 
incidents involving hazardous 
and noxious substances (HNS) is 
increasingly important.

The Regional Marine Pollution 
Emergency Response Centre 
for the Mediterranean Sea 
(REMPEC) hosted a regional 
workshop on response to such 
incidents, in Valletta, Malta (20-
21 June). Regional cooperation 
on oil and HNS spill response 
and contingency planning is an 
efficient and cost-effective way 

of preparing for possible spills 
– through sharing information, 
knowledge and/or response 
equipment. A recent example 
of cooperation in this field was 
an agreement signed between 
Cyprus, Greece and Israel 
following support from REMPEC.

IMO provided an overview of 
its recent developments in marine 
environment protection, as well 
the Convention on Oil Pollution 
Preparedness, Response and Co-
operation (OPRC), which has 112 
contracting States. It emphasised 
the importance of ratifying the 
OPRC-HNS Protocol – which so 
far has only 39 Parties.

Ship noise has been shown 
to be the main contributor 

to underwater noise on a 
global scale, with recognized 
negative impacts on marine 
life. Scientists and researchers 
from international organizations, 
States and expert groups 
shared the latest information 
on ocean noise, including its 
detrimental impact on species 
such as whales and dolphins, at 
the informal annual meeting on 
oceans and the law of the sea, 
at United Nations headquarters, 
New York, United States (18-22 
June). The theme for this year’s 
meeting was “Anthropogenic 
underwater noise”. IMO outlined 
its work to date on ship noise. 
IMO has adopted a mandatory 
code to reduce noise on ships 

as well as voluntary guidelines 
aimed at reducing underwater 
noise from commercial shipping 
to address adverse impacts on 
marine life. Other measures, such 
as ship routeing measures in 
designated Particularly Sensitive 
Sea Areas, can help reduce local 
ship noise. Noise has also been 
discussed in the context of the 
work of the London Convention 
and Protocol on the protection 
of the marine environment from 
pollution from dumping of wastes 
and other matter. IMO’s Marine 
Environment Protection Committee 
is encouraging Member States to 
continue to share experience and 
understanding of ship noise and 
its impacts on marine life and to 
put forward possible  
mitigation measures.

Being prepared for hazardous 
and noxious substance spills

Protecting marine life from 
ship noise

The build-up of aquatic 
organisms on a ship’s 

underwater hull and structures 
is known as biofouling. This can 
introduce potentially invasive 
non-native aquatic species to 
a new area. Fouling can also 
slow down a ship and reduce its 
energy efficiency. An IMO regional 
workshop in Port of Spain, Trinidad 
and Tobago (20-22 June) aimed to 
provide participants with a greater 
understanding of the requirements 
and implications of ratifying, 
implementing and enforcing 
the anti-fouling systems (AFS) 
convention and implementing 
biofouling guidelines. The AFS 
convention regulates anti-fouling 
systems to prevent adverse 

impacts from their use and from 
the biocides they may contain. 
The biofouling guidelines focus 
on how biofouling should be 
controlled and managed to reduce 
the transfer of invasive aquatic 
species.

The workshop, attended by 
some 45 participants from 13 
countries, was funded through 
IMO’s technical cooperation fund. 
It provided is a good example 
of IMO’s role in supporting the 
targets of the United Nations 
Sustainable Development Goal on 
the oceans SDG 14, and in helping 
to address biodiversity loss, 
through its shipping regulations 
and recommendations.

Addressing the impacts  
of fouling

How can ports cut emissions 
to ensure cleaner air and 

contribute to the battle against 
climate change? An IMO training 
course has helped countries find 
the answers, which include the 
need to first quantify emissions and 
then identify measures to reduce 
port-related emissions in a cost-
effective way.

Maritime officials in Morocco 
underwent the training at a 
workshop in Casablanca (19-21 
June). The event is being held 
under the IMO-run GloMEEP 
Project on energy efficiency and 
the International Association of 
Ports and Harbors (IAPH).

The more than 20 participants 
left the event better equipped to 
quantify emissions in ports through 

development of port emission 
assessments (both ocean and 
land-based, including emissions 
from cargo handling equipment, 
trucks, rail etc.) and benefit from 
guidance on how to develop 
strategies for reducing emissions 
in port.

The event was hosted by the 
Merchant Marine Directorate 
and the National Ports Agency 
(ANP), and held at ANP’s Port 
Training Institute. The workshop 
included a visit to the largest port 
crane simulator in the world, a 
270-degree dome-based system 
that enables crane operators to 
learn how to safely and effectively 
operate heavy port equipment. A 
similiar workshop had been held in 
May, in the Philippines.

Port emissions 
training for Morocco
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While exact figures are hard to come by, 
preliminary, conservative estimates 

put fatalities in fishing at over 32 000 people 
annually. The UN Food and Agriculture 
Organization (FAO) says that the number 
of fishers injured or suffering from work-
related illnesses is much higher. Fatalities 
and accidents have major impacts on 
fishers’ families, fishing crews and fishing 
communities. These stark figures provided 
the background to talks at the Fifth 
International Fishing Industry Safety & Health 
Conference (iFish5) (10 -13 June), in St. 
John’s, Canada.

IMO outlined its work to address fishing 
vessel safety, emphasising the need for 
more countries to ratify the 2012 Cape Town 
Agreement on fishing vessel safety. The 
Cape Town Agreement includes mandatory 
international requirements for stability, 
construction and associated seaworthiness 
of fishing vessels of 24 metres in length and 
over, as well as requirements for life-saving 
appliances, communications equipment and 
fire protection. 

Guidance and recommendatory measures 

have also been developed by IMO in 
cooperation with FAO and the International 
Labour Organization (ILO), including the 
Code of Safety for Fishermen and Fishing 
Vessels, 2005 (part A for all fishing vessels, 
Part B for those 24 m in length and over); 
Voluntary Guidelines, 2005, (fishing vessels 
12 m in length and over, but less than 24 m); 
and Safety Recommendations (for fishing 
vessels less than 12 m in length).

The conference was told that the 
approximately 1.6 million seafarers in the 
world merchant vessel fleet have much better 
protection from mandatory international safety 
and health conventions and agreements than 
the approximately 40 million fishers  
world-wide. 

More than 160 fisheries-sector health 
and safety professionals and researchers 
from 26 countries as well as international 
organizations attended the Fifth International 
Fishing Industry Safety & Health Conference. 
It was co-organized by the Memorial 
University, Canada; the United Nations; the 
U.S. National Institute for Occupational Safety 
and Health (NIOSH); and the FAO.

Fatalities give 
impetus to 
fishing vessel 
safety work

Global trade by sea is dependent on the 
interconnection between ships, ports 

and people - and everyone needs to be 
involved, from port operators, to regulators, 
to maritime security experts and innovators in 
technology. The theme of mutual cooperation 
and collaboration was highlighted throughout 
a special event on ports, held at IMO 
Headquarters (11 June). The Special Port 
Event was supported by IMO Secretary-
General Kitack Lim, in collaboration with the 
International Association of Ports and  
Harbors (IAPH).

Across four sessions, 18 panellists shared 
their views on port related issues such as 
automation and digitalisation, including 
port community systems and the maritime 
single window; ways to improve facilitation; 
best practices to improve coordination at 
ports; improvement of efficiency of ports and 
measures to reduce emissions in ports; and 
the challenges of dealing with larger ships. 
The importance of port security - as a key 
element to support facilitation of trade by ship 

- was also covered. 
A second event (12-13 June), 

co-sponsored by the International 
Association of Airport and Seaport Police 
(INTERPORTPOLICE) and the IMO 
Secretariat, focused on port security, in 
particular exchange of best practice on 
port security and law enforcement. An 
introductory session conducted by IMO, the 
United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime 
(UNODC) and Interpol, outlined resources, 
tools and capacity-building programmes and 
how ports can access them. IMO, UNODC 
and Interpol have been collaborating on joint 
regional capacity-building activities, focusing 
on maritime security, since the adoption of 
IMO’s maritime security regime in 2002. The 
three organizations continue to work together 
to help build capacity to fight illicit maritime 
activity around the globe. IMO Secretary-
General Lim highlighted the role of IMO and 
partner organizations in helping Governments 
to develop their national oversight capability 
for safety and security and to promote the 

application of the IMO International Ship 
and Port Facility Security (ISPS Code) and 
the ILO/IMO Code of Practice on security 
in ports. Mr. Lim also reiterated the need 
to develop increased collaboration and 
communication between shipping, ports and 
other stakeholders. 

IMO events bring port issues to the fore

As part of its continuing work to help 
combat maritime crime and develop 

robust legal structures, IMO participated 
in a workshop in Sri Lanka, Colombo (18-
20 June) in response to the challenges 
posed by maritime crime. Maritime law 
experts and practitioners from around 
the world met to participate in two main 
sessions aimed at gathering State practice 
and interpretation information related to 
international legal instruments. 

The first session looked at Article 
17 of the United Nations Convention 
against Illicit Traffic in Narcotic Drugs and 
Psychotropic Substances of 1988 (The 
Vienna Convention) and the treatment of 
Stateless Vessels. The outcomes of that 
session will feed into a report on State 
practice and lead a revision of the UNODC 
‘Practical Guide for Competent National 
Authorities under Article 17’.

The second session saw experts 
review thematic chapters which will form 
part of the Second Edition of the UNODC 
‘Maritime Crime: A Manual for Criminal 
Justice Practitioners’.

The chapters cover a full range of 
maritime crime issues such as: human 
rights at sea, hostage taking at sea, 
terrorism at sea, trafficking of persons and 
smuggling of migrants at sea and maritime 
fuel theft. Special annexes to the Manual 
will deal with privately contracted armed 
security personnel at sea and floating 
armouries. 

The event was organized by The 
United Nations Office on Drugs and Crime 
(UNODC) as part of their Global Maritime 
Crime Programme. 

Closer look at the 
interpretation of 
maritime law
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IMO’s continuing work to support countries to reduce emissions in 
ports has seen South Africa benefit from a recently-developed port 

emissions training package. A workshop in Durban, South Africa (6-8 
June) trained 40 personnel working in the country’s maritime sector 
on how to assess air emissions in ports and develop strategies to 
address emissions from different sources.

The training took place under the strategic partnership between 
the IMO-run GloMEEP project on energy-efficiency and the 
International Association of Ports and Harbors (IAPH).

South Africa joins India, the Philippines, Jamaica and China 
in benefiting from the package, with five further countries set to 
undergo the training this year.

A key IMO measure helping 
shipping secure its 

environmental sustainability is 
the forthcoming reduction in the 
global upper limit of permissible 
sulphur content in ships’ fuel oil.  
1 January 2020 has been set 
as the date for a significant 
reduction in the sulphur content 
of the fuel oil used by ships, to 
0.50%, from the 3.5% limit. 

“This is another landmark 
decision for both the 
environment and for human 
health. It demonstrates a clear 
commitment by IMO Member 
States to ensuring shipping 
meets its environmental 
obligations,” said IMO Secretary-
General Kitack Lim, speaking at 
the Annual General Meeting of 
the Cyprus Shipping Chamber 
(31 May). Looking ahead to the 
so-called “Sulphur 2020” limit,  
Mr. Lim emphasized the 

importance of consistent 
implementation. IMO is 
currently developing relevant 
implementation guidelines which 
will look at a range of issues. 
These include the impact on 
fuel and machinery systems 
resulting from new fuel blends or 
fuel types, including the safety 
aspects, and issues surrounding 
mechanisms for verification  
and control.

Mr. Lim also addressed other 
key recent IMO achievements, 
including the adoption, in April, 
by IMO’s Marine Environment 
Protection Committee of an initial 
strategy for reducing greenhouse 
gas emissions from international 
shipping, which has been 
acclaimed as a development of 
historic global significance. The 
event was also addressed by the 
President of Cyprus, H.E.  
Mr. Nicos Anastasiades. 

IMO and the GI WACAF project 
have facilitated a series of 

events in Namibia addressing oil 
spill preparedness and response. 
Two back-to-back workshops in 
Swakopmund (22-24 May and 
28-31 May) were held to improve 
the national preparedness and 
response system in the country.

The first workshop was held 
to provide participants with 

an overview of the essential 
skills needed to prepare for 
and respond to oil spills at 
an operational level including 
contingency planning and risk 
assessment.

The second focused on 
shoreline response and clean-
up management plan during an 
oil spill incident. For example, 
deciding on what strategy to 

adopt depending on the type of 
oil spilled, the type of shoreline 
and the availability of equipment. 
In addition to table-top exercises, 
participants took part in a real-life 
simulation of beach clean-up 
operations.  

The workshop was organized 
under the auspices of the Global 
Initiative for West, Central and 
Southern Africa (GI WACAF) 

– a joint IMO-IPIECA project. 
The event brought together 
representatives from different 
ministries, public agencies and 
the private sector involved with 
the country’s national preparation 
and response system.

Drills and exercises to test 
maritime security knowledge 

and update skills were held 
during a national workshop in 
Montevideo, Uruguay (5 to 8 
June). The National Workshop on 
International Ship and Port Facility 
Security (ISPS Code) Drills and 
Exercises has been designed 
to strengthen the technical 
capability of Designated Authority 
officials, port security officials and 
managers to enhance maritime 
security by conducting drills and 
exercises in accordance with the 
ISPS Code and the relevant IMO 
guidance, using the Asia-Pacific 

Economic Cooperation (APEC) 
Drills and Exercises Manual. The 
workshop was organized by IMO 
under the Global programme 
for the enhancement of maritime 
security, using funds provided 
by the Republic of Korea, and 
in coordination with the National 
Maritime authority of Uruguay 
(Prefectura Nacional Naval). 
The Inter-American Committee 
against Terrorism (CICTE) of the 
Organization of American States 
(OAS-CICTE) also participated 
and collaborated with the 
organization of the event.

IMO Secretary-General Kitack 
Lim has highlighted the 

important link between safe ship 
navigation and sustainability. 
Speaking at the International 
Association of Marine Aids to 
Navigation and Lighthouse 
Authorities (IALA) Conference 
in Incheon, Republic of Korea 
(27 May), Mr. Lim addressed 
the theme: ‘Successful voyages, 
Sustainable planet – A New Era 
for Marine Aids to Navigation in a 
Connected World’.

He emphasized that safe 
shipping is essential to the world 
– that by providing improved 
access to basic materials, goods 
and products, by facilitating 
commerce and by helping create 

prosperity among nations and 
peoples, shipping is helping lift 
millions of people out of poverty. 
Investment and development in 
transport infrastructure - including 
includes aids to navigation - are 
therefore crucial to achieving 
sustainable development and 
empowering communities.

Aids to navigation play a 
key part in preventing ships’ 
navigation accidents, in 
particular in coastal areas. 
Mr. Lim addressed the rapid 
technological development in 
this field and the important work 
being done by IMO, supported 
by organizations such as IALA,  
to cater for this evolution  
in shipping.

South Africa gets port 
emissions training

Strengthening oil spill response in Namibia

Maritime 
security drills 
in Uruguay

Looking ahead  
to new ships’  
fuel for sulphur  
content limit 

Successful voyages, 
sustainable planet
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The International Safety Management (ISM) Code with 
guidelines for its implementation provides an international 
standard for the safe management and operation of ships and 
for pollution prevention. It is an essential reference for maritime 
administrations, shipowners and operators, shipping companies, 
training providers and education institutes, shipbuilders, engine 
and equipment manufacturers and others with interest in ensuring 
safety at sea and prevention of damage to the environment.

This publication includes the texts of SOLAS chapter IX and 
the ISM Code. Additionally, Guidelines for the operational 
implementation of the International Safety Management (ISM) 
Code by Companies, Guidance on the qualifications, training and 
experience necessary for undertaking the role of the designated 
person under the provisions of the ISM Code, Guidance on  
near-miss reporting, Guidelines on Maritime Cyber Risk 
Management and resolution MSC.428(98) on Maritime Cyber Risk 
Management in Safety Management Systems are included.
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Which technologies will best support 
shipping’s move to a low carbon future? 

How can first movers be incentivized to 
take-up emission reduction technologies? 
How can the effective implementation of 
“Just-in-Time” operation help ships optimize 
speed, avoid idle times outside ports and 
cut emissions? How can financial barriers 
related to implementation of new technological 
measures be overcome? These and other 
questions were on the agenda when leading 
shipowners and operators, classification 
societies, engine and technology builders and 
suppliers, big data providers, oil companies 
and ports in the IMO-supported Global 
Industry Alliance to Support Low Carbon 
Shipping (GIA) met for the third meeting of 
the GIA Taskforce and an Ideas Generation 
Workshop (29-30 May), in Shoreham-by-Sea, 
United Kingdom.

The GIA Taskforce meeting progressed 
work on several on-going projects, including 
on the performance validation of Energy 
Efficiency Technologies (EETs), assessment 
of barriers to the uptake of Just-in-Time 
Operation of ships and resulting emission 
and fuel saving opportunities from its effective 
implementation, as well as work on the current 
status and application of alternative fuels in the 
maritime sector and barriers to their uptake. 
The GIA is also developing an e-Learning 

course on the Energy Efficient Operation of 
Ships which is expected to be completed and 
launched later this year.

The GIA, for the first time, held an Ideas 
Generation Workshop, to brainstorm further 
ideas and concrete actions the GIA could 
take to further support the shipping sector in 
its efforts to reduce emissions. This included 
discussions on disruptive technologies that 
can deliver the step-change required for 
shipping to decarbonize, as well as enabling 
technologies that have the potential to support 
shipping’s transition to zero emissions. The 
GIA also considered the short-term candidate 
measures contained in the initial IMO strategy 
on the reduction of GHG emissions from ships, 
and brainstormed concrete ideas on how first 
movers could be incentivized to develop and 
take up new technologies.

The GIA Taskforce meeting and workshop 
were hosted by one of the GIA founding 
members, Ricardo UK Ltd, and attended by 
representatives of 14 GIA members, UNDP 
and IMO.  The GIA is an innovative public-
private partnership initiative of the IMO, under 
the framework of the GEF-UNDP-IMO Global 
Maritime Energy Efficiency Partnerships 
(GloMEEP) Project that aims to bring together 
maritime industry leaders to support an energy 
efficient and low carbon maritime  
transport system. 

Global Industry Alliance brainstorms 
emission-cutting solutions for shipping

A national workshop on the treaty covering 
dumping of wastes at sea, the London 

Protocol, was held in Luanda, Angola (30-31 
May). The workshop helped raise awareness 
among stakeholders of the practical aspects 
of effective implementation of the London 
Protocol to protect the marine environment 
from the dumping of harmful wastes at sea. 
With more light being shed on the dramatic 
impact of marine litter on coastal areas, this 
workshop is yet another example of how IMO 
is tackling this problem.

Angola ratified the London Protocol in 
2006 and this workshop is bringing a special 
focus on the actions to be taken at the 
national level to fully implement all  
its provisions.

Over 50 participants from government 
agencies and the port sector attended the 
event in the Port of Luanda. 

IMO supported a Regional Workshop for 
Latin-American countries in Argentina to 

implement and ratify treaties dealing with 
liability and compensation. The workshop, 
taking place in Buenos Aires (14-18 May), 
is providing a comprehensive overview of 
the IMO liability regime, including treaties 
covering wreck removal, salvage, carriage 
of hazardous and noxious substances, 
passengers, CLC, Fund, Bunkers Convention 
and limitation of liability.

The history of the treaties’ development, 
their principles and practical implications 
were all covered, to support officials 
implement relevant obligations in national 
legislation. The workshop was run IMO and 
hosted by the Maritime Authority of Argentina 
(Prefectura Naval Argentina) with the regional 
maritime authorities’ network, ROCRAM, as 
implementing partner.

Protecting Angola’s  
marine environment

Spotlight on liability in  
Latin-America

The damaging build-up of plastic litter in 
the oceans is increasingly recognised 

as a major threat to the global environment. 
Harrowing images of marine wildlife being 
trapped by plastic litter, or even ingesting it, 
are becoming tragically familiar.

IMO’s long track record of engagement in 
the fight against this insidious form of pollution 
was reinforced last year, when its governing 
Assembly of Member States placed the issue 
of marine plastic litter from shipping on the 
agenda of its leading environmental technical 
body, the Marine Environment Protection 
Committee. IMO Member Governments have 
been invited to submit concrete proposals 
about developing an action plan on the 
subject to the Committee’s next meeting,  
in October.

In May, IMO participated in the Ad Hoc 
Open Ended Expert Group on Marine Litter 

and Microplastics at the UN Environment 
headquarters in Nairobi. This group 
was established by the United Nations 
Environment Assembly to further examine 
the barriers to, and options for, combating 
marine plastic litter and microplastics from all 
sources, especially land-based sources. 

Discharging plastics and other forms of 
litter into the sea from ships has actually been 
banned by an IMO regulation, legally binding 
on all ships, for some 30 years. The so-
called MARPOL Annex V entered into force 
internationally in 1988 and, today, more than 
150 countries have signed up to it. 

In addition, countries party to another IMO 
instrument prohibiting dumping at sea (the 
London Convention/Protocol) earlier this year 
raised concerns regarding the disposal of 
fibreglass reinforced plastic vessels at sea.

IMO continues fight against marine litter
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youtube.com/SMMfairtwitter.com/SMMfair 
#SMMfair 

facebook.com/SMMfair linkedin.com/company/smmfair

setting a course
4  – 7 sept 2018

hamburg

3 sept Maritime Future Summit

Offshore Dialogue 6 sept

TradeWinds Shipowners Forum4 sept

gmec, global maritime environmental congress5 sept

Maritime Career Market 7 sept

MS&D, international conference on maritime security and defence6-7 sept

 smm-hamburg.com  /trailer

the leading international  
maritime trade fair
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One decision, one supplier, one solution

Fully customised process from 
bespoke design through to 

installation and commissioning

Unrivalled manufacturing capacity and 
International Technical Service Centres

Pacifi c Green off ers the simplest 
solution for the 2020 regulations

Visit www.pacifi cgreenmarine.com or email our team at enquiries@pacifi cgreenmarine.com for more information

A new generation of 
scrubbing technology


