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Its time to make 
a diff erence

The IMO has adopted a global 
sulphur cap. This requires all 
ships to either use max 0.5% 
sulphur content Marine Fuel 
Oil, or fi t a scrubbing device 
capable of removing the sulphur 
to an equivalent level of MFO 
emissions or better as from 1st 
January 2020.

By using approved exhaust gas 
scrubbing devices operators can 
continue using HFO safe in the 
knowledge that pollutants are 
captured at source

2020
0.5% Max

With it’s patented technology Pacifi c Green Marine 
is able to off er state of the art exhaust gas scrubbing 
systems for fl eets of all classes around the world.

We off er a comprehensive one stop tailored solution 
from start to fi nish providing the economic benefi t 
model, costing, design, engineering, manufacturing 
and installation.

Pacifi c Green off ers the simplest solution for the 2020 regulations
Visit www.pacifi cgreenmarine.com or email our team at enquiries@pacifi cgreenmarine.com for more information
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SPECIALISTS IN WATER QUALITY MONITORING

+44 (0) 1737 775500
www.rivertrace.com

WANT TO AVOID 
ERRORS ARISING 
FROM MANUAL 
ENTRIES? 
RIVERTRACE HAS 
THE SOLUTION.

To find out more email sales@rivertrace.com

Smartsafe ORB
• The smart way to record bilge water 

discharge
• Secure your vessels compliance
• Cut out costly manual entry errors
• Easy transferable data
• Store up to 3 years  

of records
• Automatically email records to shore
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A message from IMO Secretary-General Kitack Lim OPINION

I am often asked about my vision for the future of the shipping 
industry, especially at a time of so much change. As a Secretary-

General within the UN system, my vision for the maritime industry is 
very much concerned with sustainability. 

The continuing ability of shipping to contribute to sustainable 
development is of prime importance. How shipping does that is 
well established. By providing improved access to basic materials, 
goods and products, facilitating commerce and helping create 
prosperity among nations and peoples, shipping is helping lift 
millions of people out of poverty. And, in the absence of poverty, 
issues like hunger, equality, education and health become easier 
to tackle. 

And in order to do that, shipping needs to ensure its own 
sustainability. At IMO, our mandate is to ensure shipping 
operates within a regulatory structure that ensures its social and 
environmental sustainability can be maintained.

Most would agree that sustainable shipping does not pollute the 
oceans with oil, chemicals, sewage or litter; is safe - it navigates 
safely and carries cargoes safely; provides a decent workplace 
for seafarers; does not spread harmful invasive species around 
the world; does not burn the dirtiest and lowest grade of fossil fuel; 
does not pollute the atmosphere with harmful exhaust gases and 
does not contribute to greenhouse gas emissions, climate change 
and global warming. 

For 70 years IMO has developed and adopted a regulatory 
framework designed to create exactly that kind of shipping 
industry.

It is true that complying with IMO standards can be difficult or 
challenging for the industry. But I suspect most shipping industry 
leaders would agree that sustainability is a vital issue – even 
though they might place a slightly greater emphasis on their 
own economic sustainability. In this respect, however, it is worth 
recalling the words of UN Secretary-General Antonio Gutteres, 
speaking at last year’s One Planet summit in Paris. He said that 
“technological progress has already exposed the falsehood 
that responding to climate change is a threat to the economy”. 
Although he was talking then in the specific context of climate 
change, I think the same sentiments could be applied throughout 
or work on sustainability and the environment.

IMO’s greatest achievement in that respect has been its 
efforts to create a level playing field, through global regulations, 
leaving no potential for compromising on safety, security and 
environmental performance. The same rules apply to all. 

This approach also encourages innovation and efficiency. 
Technology holds the key to most of the challenges the world 
faces today.

For shipping, developments such as renewable and alternative 
energy sources, enhanced hull design, improved operational 
procedures and better use of digital technology to optimize 
performance can both improve environmental and safety 
performance and cut operating costs at the same time.

The role of the industry in this process is an important one. The 
industry can, and does, help develop and implement the technical 
solutions that enable the policy decisions taken by the regulators 
to be achieved.

IMO has a clear role in developing regulation. IMO also has a 
role supporting effective implementation. IMO can help create the 
conditions and capacities that allow technologies to be developed, 
nurtured and taken up. In the future, how effectively we do this will 
have a massive impact on the industry’s sustainability.

Collaboration between industry and regulators has been, and 
will continue to be, extremely important. There are many good 
examples of this sort of collaboration. Industry participation in a 
number of IMO-led projects such as GloMEEP, the Global Maritime 
Technology Co-operation Centre Network and Globallast provide 
an excellent blueprint. 

IMO’s theme for this 70th anniversary year is “Better Shipping 
for a Better Future”. Continuing and strengthening the collaboration 
between regulators and industry will be central to realizing this.

Regulators and industry 
collaborating for a sustainable future

5
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INVEST IN YOUR FUTURE
Unlock your potential with a leading online qualification from the industry’s preferred training provider

Certificate in Maritime Safety Management & the ISM Code
Starts 26 September – 12 weeks
Apply the ISM code to your marine practices

Certificate in Maritime Law & Shipping Contracts
Starts 9 October – 12 weeks
Study legal frameworks behind international shipping, trade 
& transport

Certificate in Marine Pollution Prevention & Management
Starts 17 October – 12 weeks
Review marine pollution issues & ways to minimise shipping’s 
environmental impact

Certificate in Marine Insurance
Starts 12 November – 12 weeks
Study an introduction to marine insurance, its policies & laws 
in context

Certificate in Maritime Cybersecurity
Starts 4 December – 12 weeks
Understand the importance of cybersecurity & safety 
management systems                                                 

Contact us on learning@knect365.com or call +44 20 7017 4483
to speak to our team and find out more

Remember to quote your VIP code IMO News for priority booking

Courses starting from September 2018

Postgraduate Diploma in Marine Insurance
Starts 24 September – 12 months
Formalise your understanding of marine 
insurance and reinsurance

Postgraduate Diploma in International 
Maritime Law
Starts 24 September – 16 months
Get to grips with the legal underpinnings of 
international trade and transport

LMA A4 ad for IMO_summer.indd   1 14/08/2018   16:37
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IMO has commenced work to look into how 
safe, secure and environmentally sound 

Maritime Autonomous Surface Ships (MASS) 
operations may be addressed in IMO 
instruments.

The Organization’s senior technical 
body, the Maritime Safety Committee (MSC), 
endorsed a framework for a regulatory 
scoping exercise, as work in progress, 
including preliminary definitions of MASS 
and degrees of autonomy, as well as a 
methodology for conducting the exercise 
and a plan of work. 

For the purpose of the regulatory 
scoping exercise, “Maritime Autonomous 
Surface Ship (MASS)” is defined as a ship 
which, to a varying degree, can operate 
independently of human interaction. 

To facilitate the progress of the regulatory 
scoping exercise, the degrees of autonomy 
are organized (non-hierarchically) as follows 

(it was noted that MASS could be operating 
at one or more degrees of autonomy for the 
duration of a single voyage): 
•  Ship with automated processes and 

decision support: Seafarers are on 
board to operate and control shipboard 
systems and functions. Some operations 
may be automated. 

•  Remotely controlled ship with seafarers 
on board: The ship is controlled and 
operated from another location, but 
seafarers are on board.

•  Remotely controlled ship without 
seafarers on board: The ship is controlled 
and operated from another location. 
There are no seafarers on board.

•  Fully autonomous ship: The operating 
system of the ship is able to make 
decisions and determine actions by itself

As a first step, the scoping exercise will 
identify current provisions in an agreed 
list of IMO instruments and assess how 
they may or may not be applicable to 
ships with varying degrees of autonomy 
and/or whether they may preclude MASS 
operations. 

As a second step, an analysis will 
be conducted to determine the most 
appropriate way of addressing MASS 
operations, taking into account, inter 
alia, the human element, technology and 
operational factors. 

The MSC, which was meeting for its 
99th session (16-25 May), established a 
correspondence group on MASS to test 
the framework of the regulatory scoping 
exercise agreed at the session and, in 
particular, the methodology, and report back 
to its next session, MSC 100  
(3-7 December 2018). 

IMO takes first steps  
to address autonomous ships
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Seafarers are the unsung heroes 
of shipping, the industry on which 

everyone, everywhere relies for the goods 
and commodities we all need and want. 
But it’s a tough and demanding job which 
sometimes can put pressure on  
mental health. 

This is why, this year, in 2018, IMO 
joined the growing momentum within 
shipping to address the important issue of 
seafarers’ wellbeing with its theme for the 
annual Day of the Seafarer celebration.

A seafarer’s job can be rewarding and 
fulfilling, but it can also have its more 
difficult moments. Many different factors can 
affect the quality of life at sea. They include 
shore leave, the threat of abandonment, 

prompt payment of wages, the prospect of 
criminalisation and even simple things like 
internet access and provision of exercise 
facilities on board ship.

Day of the Seafarer 2018 provided a 
platform to advocate for higher standards 
of welfare and enable shipping companies 
and others within the industry to show how 
they provide a good working environment 
for seafarers and thereby make a positive 
contribution to their wellbeing. 

Seafarers themselves were encouraged 
to share their own views and experiences 
through an online survey. The results of 
the survey will be thoroughly analysed and 
presented to the IMO Members. 

The 2018 Day of the Seafarer 

campaign also had a positive message: 
seafarers were invited to share what a 
“#GoodDayatSea” looks like and to enter 
the IMO/ International Seafarers’ Welfare 
and Assistance Network (ISWAN) photo 
competition, which is sponsored by 
The North American Maritime Ministry 
Association (NAMMA). 

Launched in conjunction with the Day 
was a new free-to-view film produced by 
Videotel, Seafarers’ Mental Health and 
Wellbeing, providing useful signposts to get 
seafarers thinking about their own mental 
health. It will equip seafarers with ideas and 
resources that could lead them to better 
mental health. 

Day of the Seafarer campaign highlights 
seafarers’ wellbeing

A rescue diver from China who made a 
series of underwater dives to rescue 

three people from a sunken cargo ship will 
receive the 2018 IMO Award for Exceptional 
Bravery At Sea. 

A Panel of Judges decided that the 
rescue merited the highest award. The 
decision was endorsed by the IMO Council 
at its 120th session in London (2-5 July).

Following a collision with another ship, 
in Guangzhou Port, China, in the early 
morning of 27 November 2017, the bulk 
carrier M.V.Jin Ze Lun sank. Of the 14 crew 
on board, two were immediately rescued by 
local maritime authorities but 12 remained 
missing. The bulk carrier was lying on the 

seabed, in the main channel into the port.  
A strong current would make the 
underwater search and rescue operation 
extremely difficult. 

Mr. Zhong Haifeng, senior diver 
and deputy of the Engineering Team of 
Guangzhou Salvage was put in charge of 
the desperate search for survivors. After 
36 hours of repeated dives, six survivors 
were located - trapped in the cargo hold. 
Mr. Zhong instructed his team to replenish 
oxygen to the cabin and talk to the trapped 
survivors, to calm them. 

Mr. Zhong then dived down to the 
cargo hold alongside a teammate, 
bringing scuba diving equipment for those 

trapped underneath. In the afternoon of 28 
November, Mr. Zhong dived down six times. 
He taught survivors how to put on and use 
scuba diving equipment and personally 
rescued three of them in the space of 
one hour, despite becoming extremely 
exhausted. The Panel of Judges agreed 
that by personally exerting tireless efforts 
under highly dangerous circumstances, 
Mr. Zhong demonstrated truly exceptional 
bravery and human spirit.

The 2018 IMO Award for Exceptional 
Bravery at Sea will be presented during an 
IMO Awards ceremony to be held on  
6 December 2018 at IMO Headquarters  
in London. 

Rescue diver from China wins IMO bravery accolade 
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The International Maritime Prize for 2017 is to be awarded to 
Mrs. Birgit Sølling Olsen, former Deputy Director-General of 

the Danish Maritime Authority, in recognition of her invaluable 
contribution to the work and objectives of IMO and to the 
international maritime community as a whole.

Mrs. Birgit Sølling Olsen was nominated by Denmark as well as 
the International Chamber of Shipping and the International Group 
of Protection and Indemnity Associations (P & I Clubs).

In their nomination, the Kingdom of Denmark highlighted Mrs. 
Sølling Olsen’s distinguished career in the maritime field and 
acknowledged her significant contribution to the objectives of IMO. 
Her comprehensive knowledge of maritime law was combined with 
an understanding of the business aspects and growth potential of 
the maritime industry.

2017 maritime 
prize to 
Danish 
administrator

Rescue diver from China wins IMO bravery accolade “Empowering Women in the Maritime Community” has been 
selected as the World Maritime Day theme for 2019. This 

will provide an opportunity to raise awareness of the importance 
of gender equality, in line with the United Nations’ Sustainable 
Development Goals (SDGs), and to highlight the important 
contribution of women all over the world to the maritime sector.

“IMO has a strong commitment to helping achieve the 
Sustainable Development Goals (SDGs) and continues to support 
the participation of women in both shore-based and seagoing 
posts, in line with the goals outlined under SDG 5: ‘Achieve gender 
equality and empower all women and girls’,” said IMO Secretary-
General Kitack Lim.

“This theme will give IMO the opportunity to work with various 
maritime stakeholders towards achieving the SDGs, particularly 
SDG 5, to foster an environment in which women are identified 
and selected for career development opportunities in maritime 
administrations, ports and maritime training institutes and to 
encourage more conversation for gender equality in the maritime 
space,” Mr. Lim said. 

Maritime women in the 
2019 spotlight

Cooperation, collaboration and 
coordination were the key themes 

in a special port event hosted by the 
International Maritime Organization (IMO) 
in partnership with the International 
Association of Ports and Harbors (IAPH) on 
11 June 2018

Speakers highlighted the need for 
ports, shipping and all stakeholders to 
work together to create efficiency and 
transparency throughout the supply chain 
and, in turn, support global trade and 
prosperity.

The event – the first of its kind ever 
organised by the IMO – was opened by 
IMO Secretary-General Kitack Lim, who 
said: “It has always been my firm belief 
that the maritime sector can and should 
play a significant role in helping member 
states to create the conditions necessary 
for increased employment, prosperity and 
stability ashore through the promotion 
of trade by sea; enhancing the port and 
maritime sector as wealth creators both on 
land and, through the development of a 

sustainable blue economy, at sea.”
Mr Lim reminded his audience that his 

last position before being elected as IMO 
Secretary-General was as President of 
Busan Port Authority – “and during that 
time, I had the opportunity to see the value 
of encouraging stronger links between 
ships and ports to enhance the efficiency of 
maritime transport”.

The port industry faces many challenges 
that mirror those faced by the shipping 
community, he said: the operational 
complexities of dealing with larger ships; 

the need to manage congestion; the need 
to do more with less space; the continual 
pressure to enhance safety in and around 
port areas and to embrace greener 
technologies and working practices are 
among the specific challenges that the 
entire supply chain needs to address. 
“So too are the need to reduce the 
administrative burden on ship masters, 
seafarers and shipping companies, and 
to reduce the time scales of the ships and 
cargo at ports.”

IMO hosts 
first ever port-
dedicated 
event
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How to create better shipping for a better 
future was a theme running throughout 

the 2018 IMO World Maritime Day Parallel 
Event (13-15 June), held in Szczecin, 
Poland. 

“IMO’s heritage for 70 years has been to 
drive improvements in shipping to achieve 
a better world today. But we cannot rest on 
past achievements. Our challenge for the 
years to come remains the same: to create 
better shipping - for a better future,” said 
IMO Secretary-General Kitack Lim, in his 
keynote address. 

Transport and maritime ministers and 
vice-ministers from 13 countries, took part in 
a roundtable discussion with IMO Secretary 
General Lim. Discussions focused on green 
shipping, smart shipping and  

capacity-building. 
Ministers highlighted the historic 

adoption in April of the initial IMO strategy 
on the reduction of GHG emissions from 
shipping and looked ahead to the next 
stage, considering candidate measures 
to implement and achieve the strategy. 
They also emphasised that the forthcoming 
1 January 2020 reduction in the limit of 
sulphur in fuel oil to 0.50% (from 3.0%) 
would not be delayed and that this was an 
important measure for human health and the 
environment. 

At the conclusion of the event, the World 
Maritime Day Parallel Event flag was handed 
over to Colombia, who will host the 2019 
Parallel Event

Poland’s World Maritime 
Day Parallel Event

IMO launches 
project to 
protect marine 
environment 

• CAMBODIA

• INDONESIA

• MALAYSIA

• MYANMAR

• PHILIPPINES

• THAILAND

• VIETNAM

A partnership for progress

MEPSEAS is engaging 
regional, national and local 
partners, representing 
government, industry and 
NGOs. Greater participation 
by women is also being 
targeted - through 
partnering with the IMO 
programme on Integration of 
Women in Maritime Sector. 
To “conserve and sustainably use the 
oceans, seas and marine resources for 
sustainable development” is a key target 
of the UN Sustainable Development Goals 
(SDG 14). MEPSEAS draws on the capacity 
and expertise already developed in the 
foundation project to intensify momentum 
towards this vital objective.

Geographical coverage

Budget: US$2 million 
Time-frame: January 2018 - December 2021

Donor: Norad (Norwegian Agency for 
Development Cooperation)

• SINGAPORE

• BRUNEI DARUSSALAM

Marine Environment Protection 
of the South-East Asian Seas

For more information, visit: 
www.mepseas.imo.org
Contact: 
Jose Matheickal 
jmatheic@imo.org
Melanie Sgueglia 
msguegli@imo.org

IMO and seven ASEAN countries have 
formally launched an ambitious initiative 

aimed at improving the environmental 
health of the seas in the region, through 
the implementation of key IMO marine 
environment protection treaties. 

Senior decision-makers of maritime 
administrations of the beneficiary ASEAN 
countries (Cambodia, Indonesia, Malaysia, 
Myanmar, the Philippines, Thailand, and 
Vietnam) met for their first high-level regional 
meeting in Bali, Indonesia (25-27 June), to 
kick-start the “Marine Environment Protection 
for Southeast Asia Seas (MEPSEAS) 
project”. 

IMO is implementing the project, with 
funding from the Norwegian Agency for 
Development Cooperation (Norad). The 
ASEAN Maritime Transport Working Group 
(ASEAN MTWG), the highest regional policy- 
making body dealing with maritime matters 
in the region, will act as the advisory body 
for the MEPSEAS project. 

The four-year MEPSEAS project (2018-
2021) will focus on enhancing the countries’ 
capacity to implement a number of high-

priority treaties, including the International 
Convention for the Prevention of Pollution 
from Ships (MARPOL); the Anti-Fouling 
Systems Convention; the London Convention 
and Protocol; and the Ballast Water 
Management Convention. 

The MEPSEAS project will promote 
national legal and policy developments and 
related capacity building in port and flag 
state inspections to support enforcement of 
the selected conventions. The Project is also 
expected to support specific port biological 
baseline survey training, the Green  

Shipping-Green Port-Green Shipyards 
(GGG) initiative of the Philippines and the 
holding of a regional maritime technology 
conference, among other activities.

The MEPSEAS project will build on a 
previous IMO-Norad foundation project 
which directly led to the countries concerned 
making substantial progress in implementing 
or acceding to IMO environmental treaties. 
For countries which have acceded to 
the relevant treaties, the new MEPSEAS 
project will allow them to focus on effective 
implementation. 
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Polar Code – second phase 

Goal-based standards 
Following the confirmation by MSC 98 that 12 Recognized Organizations have 

demonstrated that their ship construction rules conform to the Goal-based ship 
construction standards for bulkers and oil tankers (GBS), the MSC was updated on the 
work regarding the second stage of assessing conformity, the maintenance of verification 
with IMO’s GBS, which considers new rules and rule changes introduced since the initial 
verification audit. 

Following consideration by a working group, the Committee approved, in principle, a 
draft MSC resolution on Revised guidelines for verification of conformity with goal-based ship 
construction standards for bulk carriers and oil tankers (GBS Verification Guidelines), with a 
view to adoption at MSC 100. The MSC endorsed the view that the revised guidelines would 
require a periodical review, taking into account the experience gained in the auditing process 
over time. 

The MSC approved, in principle, draft Interim guidelines for development and application of 
IMO goal-based standards safety level approach, for final approval at MSC 100.

The MSC considered how the safety 
measures of the Polar Code might be 

applied in the future to non-SOLAS vessels 
operating in polar waters and agreed that the 
development of such safety measures should 
focus on fishing vessels, pleasure yachts 
above 300 gross tonnage not engaged in 
trade and cargo ships below 500 gross 
tonnage down to 300 gross tonnage. 

As a first step, the MSC instructed the  
Sub-Committee on Ship Design and 
Construction (SDC 6) to develop 
recommendatory safety measures for the 
following types of vessels when operating 
in polar waters: fishing vessels of 24 m in 
length and over, with a view to alignment 
with the 2012 Cape Town Agreement; and 
pleasure yachts above 300 gross tonnage not 
engaged in trade. 

The Committee agreed to establish a  

working group at MSC 100 to further consider 
how to move forward with developing 
mandatory and/or recommendatory measures 
for ships operating in polar waters but not 
currently covered by the Polar Code; and 
the involvement of the Sub-Committee on 
Navigation, Communications and Search and 
Rescue (NCSR) concerning communication 
and navigation requirements for such vessels.

Member States and interested international 
organizations were invited to submit 
proposals to the next session. 

The International Code for Ships Operating 
in Polar Waters (Polar Code) entered into 
force in January 2017 under both the SOLAS 
and MARPOL treaties. It provides additional 
requirements for ships trading in Arctic waters 
and the Antarctic area, on top of applicable 
SOLAS and MARPOL regulations. 

IMO takes first 
steps to address 
autonomous 
ships
The MSC commenced work to look into 

how safe, secure and environmentally 
sound Maritime Autonomous Surface Ships 
(MASS) operations may be addressed in  
IMO instruments.

The Committee endorsed a framework 
for a regulatory scoping exercise, as work in 
progress, including preliminary definitions of 
MASS and degrees of autonomy, as well as a 
methodology for conducting the exercise and 
a plan of work. (See full story P.7)

MARITIME SAFETY COMMITTEE  •  99th session  •  16-25 MAY 2018 M
SC

New routeing 
measures  
in Bering Sea 
The MSC adopted new and amended 

ships’ routeing measures in the Bering 
Sea and Bering Strait, aimed at reducing the 
risks of incidents - the first measures adopted 
by IMO for the Arctic region where the Polar 
Code applies. 

Also adopted were: a traffic separation 
scheme and other routeing measures In 
Dangan Channel (China) and In the vicinity 
of Kattegat (Denmark and Sweden); and an 
area to be avoided Off the coast of Ghana in 
the Atlantic Ocean (Ghana).
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MARITIME SAFETY COMMITTEE  •  99th session  •  16-25 MAY 2018 

Piracy and maritime security 

Recognition of 
services for use 
in the GMDSS
The MSC agreed that Iridium Satellite LLC 

(left) had satisfied the established criteria 
to receive recognition as a mobile satellite 
communication service provider in the Global 
Maritime Distress and Safety System (GMDSS) 
and adopted a Statement of Recognition of the 
Maritime Mobile Satellite Services provided 
by Iridium Satellite LLC, which recognizes the 
services provided by the Iridium Safety Voice, 
Short-Burst Data and enhanced group calling 
services, for use in the GMDSS. 

The International Mobile Satellite 
Organization (IMSO), which oversees public 
satellite safety and security communication 
services provided by recognized mobile 
satellite communication systems for use 
in the GMDSS, was invited to monitor the 
implementation of Iridium services and report 
to the Committee when the Public Services 
Agreement with Iridium had been concluded 
and the Letter of Compliance issued. 

The MSC also adopted a Statement of 
Recognition of Maritime Satellite Services 
provided by Inmarsat Global Ltd, for use in the 
GMDSS. The statement recognizes services 
provided by the Inmarsat Fleet Safety service, 
in the coverage area under the Inmarsat-4 
Middle East and Asia region satellite.

The MSC received an update on reported 
incidents of piracy and armed robbery 

against ships and stressed that the diligent 
application of IMO guidance and best 
management practices to counter piracy 
and armed robbery against ships worked 
and should be continued. The Organization 
received reports of 203 incidents of piracy 
and armed robbery against ships worldwide 
in 2017, the lowest for over 20 years, 
confirming the current downward year-on-
year trend, with a reduction of about 8% at 
the global level. 

With respect to piracy and armed 
robbery against ships in the waters off the 
coast of Somalia, the Committee further 
noted that Somalia-based piracy had been 
suppressed, but not eradicated. In 2017 a 

total of six incidents were reported. So far, in 
2018 there had been two reported incidents 
of attempted piracy (Leopard Sun on 22 
February 2018 and Kriti Spirit on 31  
March 2018), 

In the Gulf of Guinea, the number of 
incidents reported to the Organization 
decreased last year to 48 incidents 
recorded in the IMO GISIS database, 
against 62 in 2016. However, in the first four 
months of 2018, the number of incidents 
significantly increased in the region, with 
37 incidents reported, some resulting in 
the hijacking of ships and holding of crew 
members for ransom. On a more positive 
note, the Committee noted that naval forces 
in the region were showing an increased 
appetite and capability to intervene in  

such incidents. 
The MSC also noted that, in response 

to the threats and recent incidents arising 
from the conflict in Yemen, such as sea 
mines and waterborne improvised explosive 
devices, the Combined Maritime Forces 
(CMF), ICS, BIMCO and INTERTANKO had 
published interim guidance on maritime 
security in the southern Red Sea and Bab 
al-Mandeb. 

The MSC stressed that Member States 
needed to continue to provide naval assets 
and flag States needed to continue to 
monitor the threat to ships flying their flag 
and set appropriate security levels, in 
accordance with the International Ship and 
Port Facility Security (ISPS) Code.

M
SC
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MARITIME SAFETY COMMITTEE  •  99th session  •  16-25 MAY 2018 M
SC

Adoption of 
amendments
The MSC adopted amendments to the following instruments:

Regulations II-1/1 and II-1/8-1 of the 1974 SOLAS Convention
Amendments to SOLAS regulations II-1/1 and II-1/8-1, concerning 
computerized stability support for the master in case of flooding for 
existing passenger ships. The amendments are expected to enter into 
force on 1 January 2020.

Chapter IV of SOLAS, and the appendix to the annex to the 1974 
SOLAS Convention, and consequential amendments to HSC and  
SPS Codes

Amendments to chapter IV of SOLAS, and the appendix to the 
annex to the 1974 SOLAS Convention, replacing all references to 
“Inmarsat” with references to a ”recognized mobile satellite service” 
and consequential amendments to the International Code of Safety 
for High speed Craft, 1994 (1994 HSC Code), the International Code 
of Safety for High-speed Craft, 2000 (2000 HSC Code) and the Code 
of Safety for Special Purpose Ships, 2008 (2008 SPS Code). The 
amendments are expected to enter into force on 1 January 2020.

International Maritime Dangerous Goods (IMDG) Code
Amendments to update the IMDG Code (Amendment 39-18) 
in line with the latest recommendations from the United Nations 
Recommendations on the Transport of Dangerous Goods, which sets 
the basic requirements for all transport modes. The amendments 
include new provisions regarding IMO type 9 tank, a set of new 
abbreviations for segregation groups and new special provisions for 
carriage of lithium batteries and for carriage of vehicles powered by 
flammable liquid or gas. The amendments are expected to enter into 
force on 1 January 2020, with Governments invited to apply them on a 
voluntary basis from 1 January 2019. 

International Code for the Application of Fire Test Procedures, 2010 
(2010 FTP Code)
Amendments to annex 3 to the Code, concerning fire protection 
materials and required approval test methods for passenger ships 
and high speed craft. The amendments are expected to enter into 
force on 1 January 2020.

Model forms of Certificate of Fitness in various Codes
Amendments to the model forms of the Certificates of Fitness, 
clarifying the requirement for an approved loading and stability 
manual/booklet to be supplied to the ship, under the International 
Code for the Construction and Equipment of Ships Carrying 
Dangerous Chemicals in Bulk (IBC Code), International Code for the 
Construction and Equipment of Ships Carrying Liquefied Gases in 
Bulk (IGC Code), Code for the Construction and Equipment of Ships 
Carrying Dangerous Chemicals in Bulk (BCH Code), Code for Existing 
Ships Carrying Liquefied Gases in Bulk (EGC Code), and the Code for 
the Construction and Equipment of Ships Carrying Liquefied Gases in 
Bulk (GC Code). The amendments are expected to enter into force or 
take effect, as appropriate, on 1 January 2020.

•  Approved Guidelines on operational information for masters 
in case of flooding for passenger ships constructed before 1 
January 2014.

•  Approved Guidelines for wing-in-ground (WIG) craft, to apply to 
WIG craft carrying more than 12 passengers and/or having a full 
load displacement of more than 10 tonnes.

•  Approved draft amendments to the International Code on 
Enhanced Programme of Inspections during Surveys of Bulk 
Carriers and Oil Tankers, 2011 (2011 ESP Code), in accordance 
with the procedure for undertaking regular updates of the Code, 
for adoption at the next session. 

•  Adopted Performance standards for shipborne Indian Regional 
Navigation Satellite System (IRNSS) receiver equipment. 

•  Approved the updated IMO e-navigation Strategy 
Implementation Plan (SIP). 

•  Approved Interim guidelines for the harmonized display of 
navigation information received via communications equipment.

•  Approved updates to the International Aeronautical and 
Maritime Search and Rescue (IAMSAR) Manual, including a new 
section related to search and rescue operations in areas remote 

from search and rescue facilities; and updates to the section on 
mass rescue operations. 

•  Adopted amendments to the Revised Performance standards 
for integrated navigation systems (INS) (resolution MSC.252(83)) 
relating to the harmonization of bridge design and display of 
information.

•  Approved amendments to the Continuity of service plan for the 
LRIT system (MSC.1/Circ.1376/Rev.2) and the LRIT Technical 
documentation (MSC.1/Circ.1259/Rev.7 and MSC.1/Circ.1294/
Rev.5).

•  Reviewed and validated model course 3.24 on Security 
Awareness Training for Port Facility Personnel with Designated 
Security Duties. 

•  Adopted revised guidelines on the prevention of access by 
stowaways and the allocation of responsibilities to seek the 
successful resolution of stowaway cases, which will be jointly 
adopted by the Facilitation Committee. 

•  Approved the consolidated Revised Emergency Response 
Procedures for Ships Carrying Dangerous Goods (EmS Guide).

Adoption/approval of guidance and guidelines The MSC also:
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Amendment 39-18 Refresher course now available 

IMDG Code training has been mandatory since January 2010 for all shore side staff involved in dangerous goods transport by sea.  
Exis Technologies developed IMDG Code e-learning in collaboration with the International Maritime Organization to meet the training 
requirement. The online IMDG Code training courses have been implemented by 6 of the top 10 container lines, and have trained 
thousands of staff worldwide in the sea transport chain. 

Register your interest for other Amendment 39-18 courses coming soon from the list below at sales@existec.com

T: +44 (0)1325 466672
E: sales@existec.com
W: www.existec.com
     @hazcheck

IMDG Code e-learning is sponsored by: Supported by:

IMDG Code e-learning

The courses:
•   Dangerous Goods Transport General Awareness 

(multimodal course – IMDG Code/ADR/RID/air transport)
•  IMDG Code Standard
•   IMDG Code Consignor/Freight Forwarder
•   IMDG Code Packer/Cargo Handler
•  IMDG Code Ship Loader
•  IMDG Code Ship Operator 
•  IMDG Code Advanced
•  IMDG Code Refresher

Benefits include:
•   Cost-effective, flexible, online training
•   Course management – administrator function 

to monitor and manage any number of 
students in local, regional or global training 
programs. Suitable for individual students or 
large corporations.

•   Certificate – testing throughout the course to 
ensure understanding of learning topics, final 
course completion score and certificate.

More information, free trials and online purchasing at www.imdge-learning.com

Compliance, efficiency and safety in dangerous goods transport 

Knowledge is key!

Who needs to train:
•  Shippers and forwarders
•   Container packers and 

consolidators
•   Shipping line operations 

and booking staff
•  Stevedores
•  Port Staff
•  Cargo surveyors

EXIS ADVERT JULY  FINAL 184 X 132.indd   1 19/07/2018   17:03

SR G
SHIPPING REGULATIONS & GUIDANCE

&
The essential source for understanding the  

international regulations of the maritime industry

www.shippingregs.org

SIGN UP FOR FREE ACCESS

 info@witherbys.com

 +44 (0)1506 463 227

  4 Dunlop Square, 
Livingston EH54 8SB, 
Scotland, UK

 witherbys.com
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FACILITATION COMMITTEE (FAL)  •  42nd session  •  5-8 JUNE 2018  

FAL

IMO moves to 
standardise data 

Revised stowaways 
guidelines adopted 

Single window guidelines 
further developed 

IMO’s Facilitation (FAL) Committee approved a completely revised 
and updated structure for its Compendium on Facilitation and 

Electronic Business, including a new standard IMO reference data set, 
which will be used as a basis for automated and digital systems for 
exchange of information when ships arrive at and depart from ports. 

The information data set supports mandatory reporting formalities 
for ships, cargo and persons on board and can also be extended to 
support commercial businesses in international shipping.

The Compendium is being completely updated in order to enable 
the implementation of the revised Annex to the Facilitation Convention 
(FAL), which entered into force this year and requires electronic data 
exchange to be implemented by all FAL Convention Parties, by  
April 2019. 

Work on the revised Compendium has been led by the World 
Customs Organization (WCO), with the collaboration of IMO, United 
Nations Economic Commission for Europe (UNECE) (the global focal 
point for trade facilitation recommendations and electronic business 
standards (UN/CEFACT)) and the International Organization for 
Standardisation (ISO). The working group also includes members 
from India, the Netherlands, Norway, Sweden, Ukraine, United States, 
New Zealand, the IMO Secretariat, the European Maritime Safety 
Agency (EMSA), BIMCO and the International Port Community System 
Association (IPCSA).

The revised and updated Compendium is expected to be 
completed over the next six months so that it can be approved by the 
next Facilitation Committee session, FAL 43, in April 2019. 

The Committee adopted revised guidelines on the prevention of 
access by stowaways and the allocation of responsibilities to seek 

the successful resolution of stowaway cases. 
The updated guidelines include new text to reflect the provisions 

in the revised FAL Annex, including the recommendation to apply 
operational procedures equivalent to those in the IMO International 
Ship and Port Facility Security (ISPS) Code, to prevent stowaways 
accessing a ship. 

A new standard requires governments, where appropriate, 
to incorporate legal grounds to allow prosecution of stowaways, 
attempted stowaways and any individual or company aiding a 
stowaway or an attempted stowaway with the intention to facilitate 
access to the port area, any ship, cargo or freight containers into their 
national legislation. 

Promoting national facilitation 
committees 
The FAL Committee agreed to add to its agenda a new output on 

revision of the guidelines for the establishment, membership and 
operation of national facilitation committees. The guidelines were last 
issued in 1989 and are therefore out-of-date. 

It has long been recognized that there is huge value in bringing 
together all stakeholders involved in trade, ports, customs and 
maritime security in national maritime facilitation committees.

The Committee also invited Contracting Governments that have 
national maritime facilitation committees and programmes to share 
information on terms of reference and composition and methods 
of work of national maritime facilitation committees; contents of 
national maritime facilitation programmes; interaction between 
national maritime facilitation committees and wider national facilitation 
committees, maritime security bodies and port-level committees; and 
any national legislation adopted to give legal force to the national 
maritime facilitation programme.

The FAL Committee agreed to add to its agenda a new output on 
revision of the guidelines for the establishment, membership and 

operation of national facilitation committees. The guidelines were last 
issued in 1989 and are therefore out-of-date. 

It has long been recognized that there is huge value in bringing 
together all stakeholders involved in trade, ports, customs and 
maritime security in national maritime facilitation committees.

The Committee also invited Contracting Governments that have 
national maritime facilitation committees and programmes to share 
information on terms of reference and composition and methods 
of work of national maritime facilitation committees; contents of 
national maritime facilitation programmes; interaction between 
national maritime facilitation committees and wider national facilitation 
committees, maritime security bodies and port-level committees; and 
any national legislation adopted to give legal force to the national 
maritime facilitation programme.
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Ships plying their trade across 
the world’s oceans are 

subject to stringent environmental, 
safety and security rules, which 
apply throughout their voyage. 
The comprehensive regulatory 
framework developed by IMO 
for international shipping was 
highlighted during a United 
Nations oceans conference in 
New York, United States (4-17 
September). The conference took 
the first steps towards developing 
a legally binding international 
instrument on the conservation 
and sustainable use of marine 
biological diversity in areas 
beyond national jurisdiction - 
known as ‘BBNJ’.

IMO regulations are enforced 
through a well-established system 
of flag, coastal and port State 
control. Many IMO measures 

actively contribute to the 
conservation of marine biological 
diversity in areas beyond 
national jurisdiction, including the 
International Convention for the 
Prevention of Pollution by ships 
(MARPOL) and the International 
Ballast Water Management 
Convention - which aims to 
prevent the transfer of potentially 
invasive aquatic species - as well 
as the London Convention and 
Protocol regulating the dumping of 
wastes at sea. IMO has adopted 
numerous protective measures, 
which all ships must adhere to, 
both in and outside designated 
sensitive sea areas (PSSAs) and 
in special areas and emission 
control areas. These include strict 
rules on operational discharges 
as well as areas to be avoided 
and other ship routeing systems, 

including those aimed at keeping 
shipping away from whales’ 
breeding grounds. IMO’s Polar 
Code is mandatory for ships 
for operating in the Arctic and 
Antarctic. IMO has also issued 
guidance on protecting marine life 
from underwater ship noise.

IMO shared its experience 
in developing universal binding 
regulations for international 
shipping to ensure shipping’s 
sustainable use of the oceans, 
through more than 50 globally-
binding treaties. The series of 
conferences to develop the new 
BBNJ legally-binding instrument 
under the United Nations 
Convention on the Law of the 
Sea (UNCLOS) is expected to 
conclude in 2020.

Somalia’s Department of 
Maritime Administration 

is planned to become fully 
operational by the end of this year, 
enabling the country to discharge 
its flag, port and coastal 
responsibilities effectively in line 
with IMO instruments. Somalian 
Government officials met at an 
IMO-sponsored workshop, held 
in Kigali, Rwanda (27-31 August) 
and agreed that the newly-
established department, part of 
the Ministry of Ports and Marine 
Transport, should be restructured 
by 31 December 2018.

The next steps, agreed by 
the officials, include a needs 
assessment mission and further 
workshops carried out by IMO; 
the enactment of the Somalia 
Shipping Code; and taking the 
necessary steps to accede to 
all key IMO treaties referred to 
in the Somalia Shipping Code. 
A communique issued after the 
workshop also called on the 
Federal Government of Somalia 
to take urgent steps to become 
a signatory to the Indian Ocean 
Memorandum of Understanding 
on Port State Control. The 
workshop was facilitated by IMO, 
the United Nations Assistance 
Mission in Somalia (UNSOM) and 
the Government of the Republic 
of Rwanda. 

Protecting the oceans and the high seas

An IMO workshop on 
maritime and port security 

for Asian countries, took place in 
Ningbo, China (23-27 July). More 
than 50 participants representing 
port and designated authorities 
and other national agencies 
from Asian countries were in 
attendance.

The main aims of the 
workshop were to review 

implementation of maritime 
security in the region and 
evaluate new or evolving threats; 
promote cooperation between 
port and designated authorities 
of participating countries 
through discussion and sharing 
experiences and best practices 
related to maritime security; 
identify challenges to ships, 
ports and people for the purpose 

of facilitating and forging 
secure and efficient maritime 
transportation; and to share 
best practices, experiences and 
recommendations.

The sub-regional workshop 
was organized in collaboration 
with the Maritime Safety 
Administration of the People’s 
Republic of China (China MSA). 

IMO workshop promotes secure shipping in Asia

Somalia’s 
national maritime 
administration takes 
next steps
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As IMO’s first technical body, 
the Maritime Safety Committee 

(MSC) celebrates its 100th meeting 
this year, its current Executive 
Secretary, IMO’s Heike Deggim, 
looks back at its history and 
charts some of its most significant 
achievements

The Maritime Safety Committee 
(MSC) consists of all Member States. Its 
functions, according to Article 28 of the 
IMO Convention, are to “consider any 
matter within the scope of the Organization 
concerned with aids to navigation, 
construction and equipment of vessels, 
manning from a safety standpoint, rules 
for the prevention of collisions, handling 
of dangerous cargoes, maritime safety 
procedures and requirements, hydrographic 
information, log-books and navigational 
records, marine casualty investigation, 
salvage and rescue, and any other matters 
directly affecting maritime safety”. The 
MSC is also required to provide machinery 
for performing any duties assigned to it by 
the IMO Convention or any duty within its 
scope of work which may be assigned to 
it by or under any international instrument 
and accepted by the Organization. It also 
has the responsibility for considering and 
submitting recommendations and guidelines 
on safety for possible adoption by the  
IMO Assembly.
Controversy in the formative years

The election of the original 14 Members 
of the Maritime Safety Committee, in 
accordance with Article 28 of the IMCO 
Convention, during the first session of the 
Assembly in 1959, proved to be a very 
controversial matter indeed. While the 
first Assembly duly elected the Members 
(Argentina, Canada, Federal Republic of 
Germany, France, Greece, Italy, Japan, 
Netherlands, Norway, Pakistan, USSR, UAE, 
United Kingdom and United States) on 15 
January 1959, the result was immediately 
challenged. The IMCO Convention stated 
that “The MSC shall consist of 14 Members 
elected by the Assembly from the Members’ 
governments of those nations having an 

important interest in maritime safety, of 
which not less than eight shall be the largest 
ship owning nations, …” and although 
Liberia and Panama were among the first 
eight countries listed on the registered 
tonnage table of Lloyd’s Register of 
Shipping Statistical Tables 1958, both failed 
to be elected. 

The Assembly, noting the divergent views 
of Member Governments on the matter, then 

decided to request an advisory opinion from 
the International Court of Justice which, on 
8 June 1960, gave its opinion, by nine votes 
to five, that the MSC elected on 15 January 
1959 was not constituted in accordance with 
the 1948 IMCO Convention.

The second session of the Assembly (5 
to 14 April 1961) now had to decide on the 
implementation of the advisory opinion. It 
agreed that the initially elected MSC should 

A Short History of IMO’s  
Maritime Safety Committee
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be dissolved; decided to constitute a new 
MSC in accordance with Article 28 of the 
IMCO Convention as interpreted by the 
International Court of Justice in the advisory 
opinion; and adopted and confirmed the 
measures taken by the MSC in the course 
of its sessions during the period 1959 to 
1961 (MSC 1 to MSC 3). Consequently, the 
Assembly elected, on 13 April 1961, a new 
MSC on the basis of the 1961 gross tonnage 
figures, consisting of Argentina, Canada, 
Federal Republic of Germany, France, 
Greece, Italy, Japan, Liberia, Netherlands, 
Norway, Pakistan, USSR, United Kingdom 
and United States, to serve for a period of 
four years from the date of election.

However, the composition of the Maritime 
Safety Committee, then the sole technical 
body of the Organization and the one 
where the most important decisions were 
taken, for a long time very much reflected 
the veto power of the traditional maritime 
nations. The statutory majority reserved for 
ship owning nations, perhaps justifiable 
for historical reasons in 1948 when IMO 
consisted of 31 Member States, was difficult 
to justify among a fast growing membership.

The 4th session of the Assembly in 1965 
adopted an amendment to Article 28 of 
the IMCO Convention (A.70(IV), increasing 
membership of the Committee to 16. Of 
these, eight were to be elected from among 
the ten largest shipowning States; four in 
such a way as to ensure that “Africa, the 
Americas, Asia and Oceania and Europe 
were all represented; and four from among 
States not otherwise represented on the 
Committee”. The amendment entered into 
force in 1968.

The balance of power among ship 
owning and ship trading nations and the rest 
of the IMO Members was finally achieved 
by the opening of the Committee to all 
members of the Organization in 1978, when 
the 1974 amendments to Article 28 adopted 
at the 5th Extraordinary Session of the 

Assembly entered into force. The existing 
text was replaced by one line stating: “The 
Maritime Safety Committee shall consist of  
all Members.”

The MSC also exists in its expanded 
form when it comes to the adoption of 
amendments to conventions and, in that 
form, includes all Member States as well 
as those countries which are Party to 
conventions, such as SOLAS, but are not 
IMO Member States.
First sessions of the MSC 

In the meantime, the Committee had 
held its first ever session in London on 
19 January 1959. Participating were the 
originally elected 14 Members and the 
meeting was chaired by the Secretary-
General as Temporary Chairman and Mr. de 
Vries (Netherlands) as Acting Chairman. The 
meeting had only three substantive items on 
its agenda: election of officers; adoption of 
the provisional rules of procedure; and initial 
work programme of the MSC.

MSC I elected Mr. Moolenburgh 
(Netherlands) as the Chairman and Mr. 
Ghiglia (Italy) as the Vice-Chairman. 
It then adopted its provisional rules of 
procedure; and, as recommended by the 
first Assembly, established its first ever sub-
committee, the Sub-Committee on Tonnage 
Measurement, with the task to devise a new 
universal system of tonnage measurement.

MSC II met from 23 to 25 November 1959 
and its main task was the discussion of the 
arrangements for the May 1960 Conference 
to revise SOLAS 1948, COLREG 1948 and 
Load Lines 1930 (above). It also reviewed 
the position in regard to OILPOL 1954 
and considered the progress made by the 
Tonnage Measurement Sub-Committee.

MSC III met from 8 to 11 November 1960 
and continued the work started at MSC 
II. It also considered the outcome of the 
1960 SOLAS Conference which adopted 
the 1960 SOLAS Convention, superseding 
the 1948 Convention, and the revised 
Collision Regulations and considered the 
56 Recommendations adopted of which 28 
required action by IMCO. Upon a request by 
Liberia, the Committee agreed that Liberia 
should be invited to attend the session as 
an observer.

MSC IV met for one day on 14 April 1961, 
immediately following the election of the 
new MSC on 13 April 1961 by the second 
session of the Assembly, and re-elected the 
existing Chairman and Vice-Chairman.

Since then, the MSC has met regularly, at 
least once annually, to discuss and decide 
on a huge variety of technical issues and will 
reach the milestone of its 100th session in 
December of this year. A list of instruments 
under the Committee’s purview is on P.25.

Sub-Committees
The MSC (and MEPC) are assisted in 

their work by a number of sub-committees 
which are open to all Member States. 

The first ever sub-committee, the Sub-
Committee on Tonnage Measurement, was 
established at the first session of the MSC in 
1959, with the task to devise a new universal 
system of tonnage measurement.

Over the almost 70 years the MSC 
has been in existence, a large variety of 
sub-committees were established and 
discontinued at various times, reflecting 
the technical work being carried out by the 
Committee at the time. They worked for 
longer or shorter periods of time, depending 
on their tasking.

In 1981, for example, the MSC had 11 
sub-committees working under its auspices, 
dealing with safety of navigation; radio-
communications; life-saving appliances; 
standards of training and watchkeeping; 
carriage of dangerous goods; ship design 
and equipment; fire protection; subdivision, 
stability and load lines; safety of fishing 
vessels; containers and cargoes; and bulk 
chemicals, respectively.

The currently existing sub-committees 
under the MSC are the following:
•  Sub-Committee on Carriage of Cargoes 

and Containers (CCC),
•  Sub-Committee on Human Element, 

Training and Watchkeeping (HTW);
•  Sub-Committee on Implementation of 

IMO Instruments (III);
•  Sub-Committee on Navigation, 

Communications and Search and 
Rescue (NCSR);

•  Sub-Committee on Ship Design and 
Construction (SDC); and

•  Sub-Committee on Ship Systems and 
Equipment (SSE);

whereby the CCC and III work under the 
shared responsibility of MSC and MEPC. 
The MEPC also has its own subsidiary body, 
the Sub-Committee on Pollution Prevention 
and Response (PPR), established in 2013, 
when the MSC and MEPC comprehensively 
considered the existing sub-committee 
structure, resulting in the current set-up.
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KEY DATES IN THE WORK OF THE MSC

1960 (June)  1960 SOLAS adopted, enters into force in 
May 1965. 

1965 (April)  Convention on Facilitation of International 
Maritime Traffic (FAL) adopted, enters into 
force in March 1965.  
Facilitation Committee established in 
September 1968 to advise Council on 
implementation of FAL Convention and related 
matters. Adoption of revised and modernized 
annex to FAL Convention in April 2016, 
entered into force in January 2018.

1965 (September)  International Maritime Dangerous Goods 
(IMDG) Code adopted.

1966 (April)  International Convention on Load Lines 
adopted, enters into force in July 1968.

1967 (March)  Torrey Canyon disaster: Extraordinary 
session of IMO Council considers international 
measures to deal with resulting situation and 
adopts programme of action on technical and 
legal aspects. 
Legal Committee (LEG) established in June 
1967 as ad hoc body to deal with issues raised 
by Torrey Canyon oil spill. Later becomes 
permanent subsidiary organ of the Council.

1969 (June)   International Convention on Tonnage 
Measurement of Ships adopted, enters into 
force in July 1982. 
Becomes fully operational in July 1994.

1969 (October)  Technical Co-operation Committee (TCC) 
established.

1971 (October)  Special Trade Passenger Ships (STP) 
Agreement adopted, enters into force in 
January 1974.  
Protocol to 1971 STP Agreement adopted in 
November 1973.

 
 
1972 (October)  Convention on the International Regulations 

for Preventing Collisions at Sea (COLREG) 
adopted.

1972 (December)  Convention for Safe Containers (CSC) 
adopted, enters into force in September 1977.

1973 (November)  8th Assembly establishes Marine Environment 
Protection Committee (MEPC) as permanent 
subsidiary organ of Assembly.

1974 (October)  5th Extraordinary session of Assembly 
adopts amendments to IMO Convention 
enlarging membership of Council from 18 to 
24 and opening MSC to all Members of the 
Organization.

1974 (November)  1974 SOLAS adopted, introducing new ‘tacit 
acceptance’ amendment system. Entry into 
force in May 1980.

1975 (November)  9th Assembly adopts amendments to IMO 
Convention, changing name to “International 
Maritime Organization”, and institutionalizing 
LEG and MEPC. Entry into force in May 1982.

1976 (September)  Convention on the International Maritime 
Satellite Organization (INMARSAT) adopted 
by conference convened by IMO, enters into 
force in July 1979.

1977 (April)  Torremolinos Convention for the Safety of 
Fishing Vessels adopted. Torremolinos 
Protocol adopted in April 1993 to overcome 
difficulties preventing parent Convention from 
entering into force. Cape Town Agreement 
of 2012 on the Implementation of the 
Provisions of the 1993 Protocol relating to the 
Torremolinos International Convention for the 
Safety of Fishing Vessels, 1977, adopted at 
conference in 2012.

    

Mr. W.L. de Vries (Netherlands) 1959
Captain C. Moolenburgh (Netherlands) 1959-1965
Captain K.J. Neuberth Wie (Norway) 1965-1967
Rear-Admiral C.P. Murphy (United States) 1968-1969
Commander J. Metz (Netherlands) 1970-1973
Mr. Per Eriksson (Sweden) 1973
Dr. L. Spinelli (Italy) 1973-1978
Mr. Per Eriksson (Sweden) 1979-1983
Mr. E. Jansen (Norway) 1984-1988
Mr. T.R. Funder (Denmark) 1989-1993
Dr. G. Pattofatto (Italy) 1994-1999
Mr. T. Allan (United Kingdom) 2000-2005
Mr. I. Ponomarev (Russian Federation) 2006

CHAIRS OF THE MSC
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1977 (April)  Work to address IUU fishing and related 
matters continues, in cooperation with FAO 
and ILO.

1977 (November)  10th Assembly adopts amendments to IMO 
Convention, including institutionalizing of 
TCC and further clarification of mandate and 
functions of the Organization. Entry into force 
in November 1084.

1978 (February)  Conference on Tanker Safety and Pollution 
Prevention adopts Protocols relating 
to SOLAS 1974 and MARPOL 73/78 to 
strengthen requirements and facilitate early 
entry into force. 1978 SOLAS Protocol enters 
into force in May 1981. MARPOL 73/78 enters 
into force in October 1983.

1978 (May)  IMO Council initiates further measures to 
improve tanker safety, following  
Amoco Cadiz disaster.

1978 (June/July)  International Convention on Standards of 
Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for 
Seafarers (STCW) adopted, enters into force 
in April 1984.

    Complete re-write in July 1995, including 
making new STCW Code mandatory, enters 
into force in February 1997.

    Manila amendments to STCW Convention and 
Code adopted at Manila Conference in 2010, 
which also set 25 June as annual International 
Day of the Seafarer. Entered into force in 
January 2012.

1979 (April)  International Convention on Maritime Search 
and Rescue (SAR) adopted, enters into force 
in June 1985.

1987 (April)   MSC agrees to consider improving safety of 
ro-ro passenger ships following Herald of 
Free Enterprise disaster in which 188 die. 
Relevant amendments to SOLAS adopted in 
April and October 1988.

1988 (March)  Convention for the Suppression of Unlawful 
Acts Against the Safety of Maritime Navigation 
(SUA) adopted in Rome, enters into force in 
March 1992.

   SUA Protocols adopted in 2005.

1988 (November)  Global Maritime Distress and Safety System 
(GMDSS) adopted at international conference 
through amendments to SOLAS. Entry into 
force in February 1992 and beginning of 
seven-year phase-in period.

     Becomes fully implemented on all passenger 
ships and all cargo ships of 300 GT and above 
on international voyages in 1999.

    GMDSS Modernization Plan agreed in June 
2017.  New harmonized system of survey and

    certification (HSSC) adopted by means of 
amendments to SOLAS and Load Lines.

1991 (May)  Secretary-General proposes five-point plan 
of action to improve safety standards and 
reduce pollution from ships. MSC makes major 
changes to SOLAS Convention, extending 
Chapter VI from grain to other cargoes.

1991 (November)   17th Assembly adopts interim measures to 
improve bulk carrier safety following initiative 
by Secretary-General.

1993 (February)  IMO group of experts visits South East Asia to 
advise on anti piracy measures.

    New SOLAS chapter XI-2 (Special measures 
to enhance maritime security) and mandatory 
International Ship and Port Facility Security 
(ISPS) Code adopted in 2002.

1993 (November)  18th Assembly adopts International Safety 
Management (ISM) Code.

1994 (May)  Three new chapters added to SOLAS: ISM and 
HSC Codes made mandatory by new chapters 
IX and X and new chapter XI on special 
measures to enhance maritime safety. Entry 
into force in January 1996.

1994 (September)  Ro-ro ferry Estonia capsizes with loss 
of more than 850 lives. Secretary-
General calls for immediate review 
of all aspects of ro-ro ferry safety.
 MSC sets up Panel of Experts in December 
1994. SOLAS amendments to improve 
ro-ro passenger ferry safety, based on 
recommendations of Panel of Experts, 
adopted in November 1995.

1994 (December)  MSC considers safety of bulk carriers, 
following worrying increase in number of 
accidents. Amendments to SOLAS adopted 
to make Code of Safe Practice for Cargo 
Stowage mandatory.

    SOLAS chapter XII (Additional safety 
measures for bulk carriers) adopted at 
conference in November 1997.

1995 (July)  International Convention on Standards of 
Training, Certification and Watchkeeping for 
Fishing Vessel Personnel (STCW-F) adopted

    Entered into force in 2012.
    Review of STCW-F agreed in May 2016 and 

on-going.

1995 (November)  19th Assembly adopts resolutions on ro-ro 
passenger ship and bulk carrier safety and 
other technical issues.

1996 (June)  Complete replacement of SOLAS chapter III 
(Life-saving appliances and arrangements)
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     and adoption of International Life-Saving 
Appliances (LSA) Code.

2000 (November)   89th Council initiates work on Goal-Based 
Standards (GBS) for new bulk carriers and oil 
tankers. MSC starts concrete work in 2004.

    Adoption of GBS and associated SOLAS 
amendments in May 2010. Entered into force 
in January 2012.

    MSC 96 in May 2016 confirmed that ship 
construction rules for oil tankers and bulk 
carriers submitted by 12 classification 
societies conform to GBS goals and functional 
requirements.

2000 (Nov/Dec)  SOLAS amendments adopted to make voyage 
data recorders and AIS mandatory on new 
ships. Entered into force in July 2002.

    Study into large passenger ship safety 
initiated.

    New international standards for new 
passenger ships adopted in 2006, introducing 
concept of “safe return to port” and 
amendments to SOLAS chapter V concerning 
long-range identification and tracking (LRIT). 
Entered into force in July 2010.

2013 (November)  27th Assembly adopts mandatory IMO 
Member State Audit Scheme.

    Amendments to various treaties under MSC 
responsibility adopted in May 2014 to make 
the use of the IMO Instruments Implementation 
Code (III Code) and auditing of Parties to 
those treaties mandatory; entered into force in 
2016.

2014 (November)  New SOLAS chapter XIV (Safety measures 
for ships operating in polar waters) and 
mandatory International Code for Ships 
Operating in Polar Waters (Polar Code) 
adopted. 

    MEPC adopts corresponding environmental 
part of Code and related MARPOL 
amendments in May 2015.

    Entry into force of all in January 2017.

2014 (November)  Application of safety measures of Polar Code 
to non-SOLAS vessels operating in polar 
waters under consideration.

    SOLAS amendments adopted for mandatory 
verification of gross mass (VGM) of 
containers, either by weighing the packed 
container; or weighing all packages and cargo 
items. Entered into force in July 2016.

2015 (June)  Adoption of new mandatory International 
Code of Safety for Ships using Gases or other 
Low-flashpoint Fuels (IGF Code), together with 
associated SOLAS amendments. 

    Adoption of related STCW amendments for 
training and qualifications of personnel on 
ships subject to IGF Code. 

   All entered into force in January 2017.
    Work starts on development of mandatory 

instrument addressing safety standards for the 
carriage of more than 12 industrial personnel 
on board vessels engaged on international 
voyages (IP Code).  Interim recommendations

   adopted in November 2016.  Work on IP Code
    and associated SOLAS amendments  

on-going.

2016 (May)  Approval of Interim guidelines on 
maritime cyber risk management, aimed 
at safeguarding shipping from threats 
and vulnerabilities related to digitization, 
integration and automation of processes and 
systems. Adoption of resolution on Maritime 
cyber risk management in safety management 
systems and Guidelines on maritime cyber risk 
management in June 2017.

2017 (June)  MSC initiates work on regulating Maritime 
Autonomous Surface Ships (MASS) and 
agrees on scoping exercise to ensure their 
safe, secure and environmentally sound 
operation.  LEG starts corresponding exercise

    for legal instruments in April 2018. Framework 
for regulatory scoping exercise agreed in  
May 2018.
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International Convention for the Safety of Life at Sea, 1974,  
as amended (SOLAS 1974)
Protocol of 1978 relating to SOLAS 1974 (SOLAS PROT 1978)
Protocol of 1988 relating to SOLAS 1974 (SOLAS PROT 1988)

Mandatory under SOLAS 1974:
Chapter II-1 (Construction - Subdivision and stability, 
machinery and electrical installations)
•  2008 IS Code (International Code on Intact Stability, 2008)
•  PSPC (Performance standard for protective coatings for 

dedicated seawater ballast tanks in all types of ships and 
double-side skin spaces of bulk carriers)

•  Technical provisions for means of access for inspections
•  International goal-based ship construction standards (GBS) for 

bulk carriers and oil tankers
•  Performance standard for protective coatings for cargo oil 

tanks of crude oil tankers
•  Performance standard for alternative means of corrosion 

protection for cargo oil tanks of crude oil tankers
•  Code on noise levels on board ships
Chapter II-2 (Fire protection, fire detection and fire extinction) 
•  FSS Code (International Code for Fire Safety Systems)
•  FTP Code (International Code for Application of Fire 

Test Procedures) 2010 FTP Code (International Code for 
Application of Fire Test Procedures, 2010)

Chapter III (Life-saving appliances and arrangements)
• LSA Code (International Life-Saving Appliance Code)
Chapter VI (Carriage of cargoes)
• IMSBC Code (International Maritime Solid Bulk Cargoes Code)
•  CSS Code (Code of Safe Practice for Cargo Stowage and 

Securing)
•  Grain Code (International Code for the Safe Carriage of Grain 

in Bulk)
Chapter VII (Carriage of dangerous goods)
• IMDG Code (International Maritime Dangerous Goods Code)
•  IBC Code (International Code for the Construction and 

Equipment of Ships Carrying Dangerous Chemicals in Bulk)
•  IGC Code (International Code for the Construction and 

Equipment of Ships Carrying Liquefied Gases in Bulk)
•  INF Code (International Code for the Safe Carriage of 

Packaged Irradiated Fuel, Plutonium and High-Level 
Radioactive Wastes on Board Ships)

Chapter IX (Management for the safe operation of ships)
•  ISM Code (International Management Code for the Safe 

Operation of Ships and for Pollution Prevention)
Chapter X (Safety measures for high-speed craft)
•  1994 HSC Code (International Code of Safety for High-Speed 

Craft 1994)
•  2000 HSC Code (International Code of Safety for High-Speed 

Craft 2000)
Chapter XI-1 (Special measures to enhance maritime safety)
•  RO Code (Code for recognized organizations)
•  2011 ESP Code (International Code on the enhanced 

programme of inspections during surveys of bulk carriers and 
tankers)

•  Casualty Investigation Code (Code of the International 
Standards and Recommended Practices for a Safety 
Investigation into a Marine Casualty or Marine Incident)

Chapter XI-2 (Special measures to enhance maritime security)
•  ISPS Code (International Code for the Security of Ships and of 

Port Facilities)

Chapter XII (Additional safety measures for bulk carriers)
•  Standards for the evaluation of scantlings of the transverse 

watertight vertically corrugated bulkhead between the two 
foremost cargo holds and for the evaluation of allowable hold 
loading of the foremost cargo hold 

•  Standards for owners’ inspection and maintenance of bulk 
carrier hatch covers

•  Standards and criteria for side structures of bulk carriers of 
single-side skin construction

Chapter XIII (Verification of compliance)
• III Code (IMO Instruments Implementation Code)
Chapter IV (Safety measures for ships operating in polar 
waters)
•  Polar Code (International Code for Ships Operating in Polar 

Waters) 
Agreement concerning specific stability requirements for ro-ro 
passenger ships undertaking regular scheduled international 
voyages between or to or from designated ports in North West 
Europe and the Baltic Sea (SOLAS AGR 1996)
Convention on the International Regulations for Preventing 
Collisions at Sea, 1972, as amended (COLREG 1972)
International Convention on Load Lines, 1966 (LL 1966)
Protocol of 1988 relating to LL 1966 (LL PROT 1988)
International Convention on Tonnage Measurement of Ships, 
1969 (TONNAGE 1969)
Special Trade Passenger Ships Agreement, 1971 (STP 1971)
Protocol on Space Requirements for Special Trade Passenger 
Ships, 1973 (SPACE STP 1973)
International Convention for Safe Containers (CSC), 1972
International Convention on Standards of Training, 
Certification and Watchkeeping for Seafarers, 1978, as 
amended (STCW 1978)
2010 Manila amendments to STCW 78 and the Seafarers’ Training, 
Certification and Watchkeeping (STCW) Code (2010 MANILA 
STCW AMDTS)
International Convention on Standards of Training, 
Certification and Watchkeeping for Fishing Vessel Personnel, 
1995 (STCW-F 1995)
International Convention on Maritime Search and Rescue, 
1979 (SAR 1979)
International COSPAS-SARSAT Programme Agreement (COS-SAR 
1988)
Convention for the Suppression of Unlawful Acts against the 
Safety of Maritime Navigation (SUA)
Protocol for the Suppression of Unlawful Acts against the Safety of 
Fixed Platforms Located on the Continental Shelf (SUA PROT)
Protocol of 2005 to SUA (SUA 2005)
Protocol of 2005 to the SUA PROT (SUA PROT 2005)
Cape Town Agreement of 2012 on the Implementation of the 
Provisions of the Torremolinos Protocol of 1993 relating to 
the Torremolinos International Convention on for the Safety of 
Fishing Vessels, 1977 (CAPE TOWN AGREEMENT 2012) (not 
yet in force)

LIST OF MANDATORY INSTRUMENTS UNDER THE AUSPICES OF THE MSC
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2030 Agenda - 
correspondence group 
established
The Committee noted the relevance of the United Nations 

Development Assistance Framework (UNDAF), which is a 
medium-term results framework that describes the collective vision 
and response of the UN system to national development priorities and 
results. This process supports the implementation of the UN SDGs, 
by providing a common country analysis. The Committee encouraged 
Member States to fully participate in their national or regional UNDAF 
processes, ensuring that maritime issues are included in the country- 
wide implementation of the SDGs. 

The Committee noted that a robust follow-up and review 
mechanism for the implementation of the 2030 Agenda for 
Sustainable Development required a solid framework of indicators 
and statistical data to monitor progress, inform policy and ensure 
accountability of all stakeholders. A correspondence group on the 
2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development was established to 
develop indicators for data collection within IMO’s mandate related to 
technical cooperation. 

Successful partnerships 
– recognized and 
appreciated

The Committee expressed its appreciation to all technical 
cooperation partners for their financial contributions and in-kind 

support for the effective implementation of the ITCP. 
As at 7 June 2018, 78 partnership arrangements were in operation, 

including 20 financial; 38 in-kind (including no-fee experts or free of 
cost experts and hosting of technical assistance events); four relating 
to the IMO regional presence scheme; three on the establishment 
of activity/response centres and 13 on the delegation of TC 
implementation responsibilities. In the past year, 17 new partnership 
arrangements had been established. 

In February 2018, an innovative partnership was established 
between IMO and the European Bank for Reconstruction and 
Development (EBRD) to help promote sustainable shipping through a 
range of safety and environment focused capacity-building activities 
in the maritime and port sectors. This strategic partnership was the 
first to be established between IMO and a multilateral development 
bank, combining IMO’s global mandate and outreach and EBRD’s 
experience and expertise on investment and finance. It was expected 
to contribute a great deal to sustainable maritime transport and the 
implementation of the SDGs.

The Committee noted that the outcomes achieved through 
partnership arrangements contributed substantially to the effective 
delivery of ITCP activities. Efforts to identify new and innovative 
partnership arrangements with governments, international and 
regional organizations, and industry would continue, with a view 
to securing further funding and obtaining more in kind support to 
promote regional implementation of the ITCP.

Strengthening the impact 
of maritime women 
The Committee was updated on activities under the IMO Women in 

Maritime programme, which has now been running for 30 years. 
The programme directly supports the achievement of the UN SDG 
Goal 5: “Achieve gender equality and empower all women and girls”, 
including through the provision of gender-specific training fellowships 
(more than 70 in 2017-2018), for female officials to attend various 
training programmes across the world. 

The establishment of seven grassroots regional women in maritime 
associations (across Africa, Asia, the Caribbean, Latin America, the 
Middle East and the Pacific Islands) was recognized as an enduring 
success of the programme. These associations draw on the UN 
principle of implementing from the field-level upwards, contributing to 
the enhancement of the maritime sector of each region through local 
outreach activities. 

Strategy for resource 
mobilization 
The Committee approved a strategy for resource mobilization 

for IMO’s technical cooperation (TC) activities. The strategy 
identifies a number of potential sources of funding for IMO technical 
cooperation activities. It says a more proactive and methodical 
approach is essential to encourage the development of partnerships 
with Member States, the UN system and the multilateral  
development banks. 

A review of the trends in international development aid and 
implementation of the UN 2030 Agenda for Sustainable Development, 
as well as an assessment of the current situation should be 
carried out periodically and incorporated into the action plan for 
the increased effectiveness and efficiency of IMO’s fundraising 
strategy. Steps should be taken to work towards improved planning 
and implementation efficiencies for the delivery of TC activities, 
strengthened communications and a coordinated approach. 

The Committee urged Member States to actively communicate 
with their development aid agencies to mainstream IMO’s technical 
cooperation activities as a priority item in their national  
development plans. 

TECHNICAL COOPERATION COMMITTEE  •  68th session  •  18-20 JUNE 2018 TC
C
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TECHNICAL COOPERATION COMMITTEE  •  68th session  •  18-20 JUNE 2018 TC
C

Successful capacity 
building in 2017 
The annual report for 2017, presented to the Committee, showed 

another successful year of technical assistance and capacity 
building work by IMO. During 2017, 215 activities were delivered. 
This included nine advisory and needs assessment missions and 
119 training courses, seminars and workshops held at the national, 
regional and global levels, covering a range of topics and reaching 
3,522 participants. 

In addition, another 64 people completed fellowships in the 
maritime field, including 26 at the World Maritime University (WMU) 
and the IMO International Maritime Law Institute (IMLI). Another 
551 officials attended events aimed at developing and harmonizing 
regional strategies on maritime technical matters. 

Total expenditure on technical cooperation activities in 2017 was 
$13.8 million, from 22 sources of funding, including the IMO Technical 
Cooperation Fund ($6 million). 

National Maritime 
Transport Policies 
The Committee was updated on IMO’s work to promote the 

National Maritime Transport Policy concept as a good governance 
practice to guide planning, decision making and legislation in the 
maritime sector. It can also be a key driver for a country’s sustainable 
development, particularly when it comes to the “blue economy”. IMO 
has been running a series of national and regional training workshops 
on the development and content of a National Maritime  
Transport Policy.

This has been aided by a training package, available in English, 
French and Spanish, which aims at providing beneficiaries with the 
required knowledge and skills necessary to prepare, review and 
adopt maritime transport policies. IMO is also developing a  
related video. 

Regional presence 
boosted 
IMO’s regional presence has recently been enhanced with the 

establishment of a new ITCP-funded position of an IMO Technical 
Cooperation Officer at the Secretariat of the Pacific Community in 
Suva, Fiji, to facilitate the delivery of IMO’s technical assistance 
programme in the Pacific region.

The important role played by the IMO regional presence scheme 
was noted by the Committee. The regional coordinators in Africa and 
East Asia and the regional maritime adviser in the Caribbean have, 
for a number of years, been supporting Member States in their efforts 
towards the ratification and universal application of IMO instruments. 

The Committee expressed its appreciation to the host countries 
of IMO Regional Presence Offices (Côte d’Ivoire, Ghana, Kenya, the 
Philippines, and Trinidad and Tobago), for their continued financial 
and in-kind contributions to support the scheme.Financial contributions 

The Committee welcomed, with appreciation, financial 
contributions made for technical cooperation activities. Member 

States, intergovernmental organizations, non-governmental 
organizations and industry were encouraged to continue supporting 
ITCP activities, to help ensure the long-term sustainability of the 
Programme.

The Committee noted with appreciation that between 1 June 2017 
and 6 June 2018, contributions made to multi-donor trust funds and 
through financial arrangements and cash contributions amounted to 
$8,994,579 and included recent contributions from: 
•  Australia contributed $377,000 ($A500,000) to support a Pacific 

Islands regional strategy for the reduction of ship-sourced marine 
plastic litter and to assist Pacific Island States to implement 
and enforce MARPOL Annex V, working closely with IMO, the 
Pacific Community (SPC), the Secretariat of the Pacific Regional 
Environmental Programme (SPREP) and Pacific Island nations. 

•  Malaysia contributed $20,000 to support the delivery of a regional 
workshop on MARPOL Annex V and port reception facilities. 

•  Saudi Arabia contributed $1 million to support the IMO Djibouti 
Code of Conduct (DCoC) Trust Fund, the West and Central Africa 
(WCA) Maritime Security Trust Fund, the ITCP, fellowships at IMLI; 
the WMU Endowment Fund.
The delegation of Singapore informed the Committee of their 

pledge to launch an enhanced five-year technical cooperation and 
training package, set to amount to $5 million. The package will consist 
of increased support to IMO’s TC activities through the Singapore-
IMO Third Country Training Programme (TCTP), strengthened support 
of the WMU under the MoU on academic cooperation with the WMU, 
and increased contributions to global maritime leadership training 
by increasing the number of seats available on the MPA Academy’s 
flagship programmes.

The Committee also welcomed further pledges announced during 
the meeting, including: NKr 1 million to support the ITCP for 2018, 
from Norway; $50,000 to the ITCP and $10,000 to WMU, from Ghana; 
€20,000 to support the global programme on the IMO Member State 
Audit Scheme (IMSAS) and €50,000 to WMU, from the Netherlands; 
$500,000 for the ITCP from the Republic of Korea; and $500,000 from 
Japan to support the DCoC Trust Fund, aimed at combating piracy 
and armed robbery against ships in the western Indian Ocean and 
the Gulf of Aden. 
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Review and update 
of the 1995 STCW-F 
Convention

Revised guidelines on fatigue agreed
The Sub-Committee agreed the draft set of revised IMO Guidelines 

on Fatigue, for submission to the Maritime Safety Committee (MSC 
100) in December 2018 for approval. 

The Guidelines, last issued in 2001, have been thoroughly 
reviewed and updated, taking into account the latest research studies.

The Guidelines provide information on the causes and 
consequences of fatigue, and the risks it poses to the safety and 
health of seafarers, operational safety, security and protection of the 
marine environment. The aim is to assist all stakeholders to contribute 
to the mitigation and management of fatigue.

Once approved and published, Member States will be expected to 
bring the Guidelines to the attention of their maritime Administrations 
and all stakeholders, including seafarers, companies, naval architects/
ship designers and training providers. They will also be invited to use 

them as a basis for disseminating information on fatigue (such as: 
pamphlets, video training modules, seminars and workshops, etc.); 
and take them into consideration when determining minimum  
safe manning. 

Companies will be strongly urged to take the issue of fatigue 
into account when developing, implementing and improving safety 
management systems under the ISM Code.

IMO has considered the issue of fatigue for several decades, 
adopting Assembly resolution A.772(18) on Fatigue factors in 
manning and safety, in 1993. This was followed by the development 
of comprehensive Guidance on fatigue mitigation and management 
(MSC/Circ.1014), which was issued in 2001. The MSC had agreed in 
2014 that the Guidance needed to be reviewed and updated.

The Sub-Committee continued its comprehensive review of the 
International Convention on Standards of Training, Certification 

and Watchkeeping for Fishing Vessel Personnel (STCW-F), 1995. 
The aim is to review the minimum standards of competence set out 
in the treaty in order to bring them up to date and reflect realities in 
the fishing industry. A correspondence group was established to 
progress the work intersessionally and report to HTW 6.

The STCW-F Convention was adopted in 1995 and entered into 
force in 2012. It is a key pillar among the international instruments 
addressing fishing vessel safety and sets the standards of training 
and requirements for certification and watchkeeping for crews of 
seagoing fishing vessels entitled to fly the flag of a Party.

SUB-COMMITTEE ON HUMAN ELEMENT, TRAINING AND WATCHKEEPING  •  5th session  •  16-20 JULY 2018 HT
W
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Malaysian maritime officials toured the Port of Bintulu on Borneo 
island as part of an IMO training package helping countries to 

reduce emissions in ports. Thirty participants from authorities and 
ports throughout Malaysia took part in the event (24-26 July), with 
the aim of gaining improved expertise on assessing emissions in 
ports and devising strategies to address those emissions. The result 
– better air quality for local populations and contribution towards the 
battle against climate change.

The training took place under the strategic partnership between 
the IMO-run GloMEEP project on energy-efficiency and the 
International Association of Ports and Harbors (IAPH). It was hosted 
by the Marine Department Malaysia and Bintulu Port Authority, and 
delivered by a team of IMO consultants from the Port of Los Angeles 
and Starcrest Consulting Group.

Training to reduce emissions 
in Malaysian ports

IMO has been supporting regional cooperation on oil and 
hazardous and noxious substances (HNS) spills in the Northwest 

Pacific region through participation in meetings of the Marine 
Environmental Emergency Preparedness and Response Regional 
Activity Centre (MERRAC) in Incheon, Republic of Korea (17-20 July). 
The Centre was originally established by IMO and UNEP to create 
effective cooperative measures to spill response under the Northwest 
Pacific Action Plan (NOWPAP)*.

IMO highlighted the importance of ratifying and implementing the 
International Convention on Oil Pollution Preparedness, Response 
and Co-Operation (OPRC-90) and its Protocol relating to spills 
involving HNS. The meeting also included discussions on practical 
assistance provided by MERRAC during recent incidents; the 
development of an information-sharing platform on oil and HNS spills; 
outcomes of recent oil spill exercises; and upcoming new projects.

MERRAC operates in a similar way to so-called Regional Activity 
Centres (RACs) supporting regions such as the Mediterranean 
Sea, through REMPEC, and the Wider Caribbean Region, through 
REMPEITC-Caribe. The close cooperation between IMO and UN 
Environment, through the RACs in different sea basins, supports 
Member States’ efforts in addressing the United Nations Sustainable 
Development Goal 14 on conserving and sustainably using the 
oceans, seas and marine resources for sustainable development.

Spill preparedness in the 
Northwest Pacific

The marking of fishing 
gear will help support the 

implementation of IMO regulations 
which prohibit the discarding 
of such items into the sea, IMO 
told the UN Food and Agriculture 
(FAO) Committee on Fisheries 
(COFI 2018) meeting in Rome, 
Italy (9-13 July 2018) ahead of 
the endorsement by the COFI 
of the FAO Voluntary Guidelines 
for the Marking of Fishing Gear. 
The Guidelines call for all fishing 
gear to be marked, so that, if 
abandoned, lost or discarded, 

they can be traced back to its 
original owner. IMO’s MARPOL 
Convention Annex V prohibits the 
discharge of into the sea of all 
plastics, including synthetic fishing 
gear. The London Convention and 
Protocol on dumping of wastes at 
sea do not permit the dumping of 
fishing gear at sea.

The meeting heard that IMO’s 
Marine Environment Protection 
Committee had added a new 
output on marine litter on its 
agenda and looked forward to 

receiving submissions on this 
matter. The issue is also on 
the agenda of meetings of the 
Contracting Parties to the London 
Convention and Protocol, which 
have reviewed how wastes 
dumped at sea may contribute 
to the presence of marine 
litter. Discussions within these 
bodies have included the issue 
of abandoned or drifting fish 
aggregating devices (FADs), as 
well as polystyrene and Styrofoam 
buoys used in aquaculture, as 

sources of marine litter.
IMO also highlighted the 

ongoing collaboration between 
IMO and FAO on environmental 
issues, through the Global 
Partnership on Marine Litter, 
through UN-Oceans and through 
the Joint Group of Experts 
on the Scientific Aspects of 
Marine Environmental Protection 
(GESAMP), a body which advises 
the UN system on the scientific 
aspects of marine environmental 
protection. 

Fishing gear 
marking can 
help solve 
marine litter 
problem
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Repair, modify or upgrade your 
cargo handling equipment?
When cargo handling equipment availability is critical and loss of productivity 
due to breakdown, accident or obsolescence is of major concern, important 
decisions have to be made; should we repair, modify or upgrade?

At MacGregor we have specialist project teams that can advise you on the 
most cost-effective options that suit your business for the short- and long-
term viability of your vessel. We cover the complete range of cargo handling 
equipment and our people are ready and waiting to help with your decisions.

Let’s talk!

www.macgregor.com
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Simple patented design • No moving parts or media • Straight through or bypass designs

Our expert team is on hand to deliver a successful solution

One decision, one supplier, one solution

Fully customised process from 
bespoke design through to 

installation and commissioning

Unrivalled manufacturing capacity and 
International Technical Service Centres

Pacifi c Green off ers the simplest 
solution for the 2020 regulations

Visit www.pacifi cgreenmarine.com or email our team at enquiries@pacifi cgreenmarine.com for more information

A new generation of 
scrubbing technology


